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P R E F 4 CE 


H E Poſitwe Inſtitutions of our excellent Re- 
ligion, (or the duties, which without the 
ſanction of it's authority we ſhould not be under 
any obligations to obſerve) are not only proofs of 
its ſuperiority to other religious ſyſtems, but marks 
of its intrinſic beauty and worth. For as they are 
ſew; ſo they are very plain and ſimple, and their 
tendency is of the higheſt importance. The ap- 
pointment of ſuch duties is a condeſcenſion to tlie 
infirmities of our nature and condition: and they 
are ſuited, even by engaging theſe infirmities on the 
ſide of Religion, to inſtil the nobleſt ſentiments of 
piety and goodneſs, and to cheriſh the beſt feelings 
and moſt generous affections of the ſoul. Being few 

and ſimple, and deriving all their obligation from the 

command of God, they are a ſecurity and guard a- 
gainſt the rites of a gay or a gloomy ſuperſtition, and 
of afruitful imagination: and being deſigned to repre- 
ſent the purity of the Chriſtian Religion, or to furniſh 
mementos of the mercy of God to ſincere peni- 
tents; or, being expreſſive of our repentance, 
our virtuous reſolutions, our gratitude and ſub- 
jection to the Redeemer, the beſt teacher of righte- 


A2 | ouſneſs 


. 
£ {44 * : 
K "ho If * "> FL >," oo 
x « N # 4 — 1 * 2 . 4 wh 
"5 . "" - A. en 2 
23 2 WW ”; — £5 + g 


hy —% - 


öl r 
mh % F $55 *. & K b 
— * 
. 


- A wh; 
5 


2 — — 
8 2 0 
74 . 


r me 


Ce + £- 
* 85 a 4 
» & 


n 
— 1 


+" Is 


** 2187 3 > 
a * 3 4. N. - 
1 * y C- 4 1 ry 5 A oy 
4 OW 4%" Es 1 2 . 7 Ca 1 
Li G : a” LOS Fes. "SY _—_ of * + A N — hs . 
*. * FBS 
— * ow _ 9 => L 1 by 


<7 GY + A 
* r eee . 
d "es. LE 
* * N 
1 


TY R E F A e E. 


9 


ouſneſs and truth, they are in their own nature 
adapted to preſerve and ſtrengthen a ſupreme and 
prevailing attachment to, and a deep ſenſe of, the 
excellency and importance of univerſal holineſs. 
To illuſtrate, then, the moral and practical deſign 
of the Chriſtian rites muſt appear to be a ſervice 
highly, uſeful in. itſelf ; a. ſervice, that tends to re- 
flect honour. and credit upon the Chriſtian ſyſtem, 
and is ſuited to promote the unity of Chriſtians in 
the bond of holy, love. It comes therefore. power- 
fully. recommended to the candid attention, . and the 
cordial. acceptance of all the ſincere + and rational 
diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt: On this account, waving. 
in the general every thing of a controverſial nature, 
I would conſider Chriſſian Baptiſm in a ptactical 
view. To promote its practical uſes. by explaining 
then, and by inſiſting on the obligations to ob- 
ſerve. this. rite, is the great _ of the. ns, 
diſoourſe. | 
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Page 4. line.3f from the bottom , for doletrous, read idolatrous. P. 171. 
L 20. before it is, read as. P. 17. I. 5. for forthly, read fourthly. 
P. 18. I. 10. from the bottom, for decide, read moderate. P. 24. 


I, 29. for bis, read it's. P. 28. 1. 5 from the bottom, for upon, read 


preceding it. P. 47. 1, 12. after cat, add it. Id. I, 13. for regret, 


read reluctance. 
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CHAP, 


I... 


HA k. I. 
The religious and moral uſes of bapti/m. 


S to the mode of Cbriſtian Baptiſm, or the 
manner in which the rite is to be perform- 


charity among Chriſtians is of infinitely great- 
er moment in itſelf, more to the credit of the Chriſtian 


| faith, and more valuable in the fight of God than the 


moſt ſcrupulous attachment, and the moſt regular ſub- 
miſſion to modes and rites, that are ſupported even by. 
the plain and indubitable marks of God's authority: 


for not only is our moral improvement (of which love. 


is a moſt conſiderable branch) the great end of all cir- 
cumſtantials in religion; but God himſelf hath declared 


by the prophets and by Jeſus Chriſt, that he will have 
| mercy and not ſacrifice, i. e. before and in preference 


to ſacrifice ; and the great rule of reaſon and revela- 
tion in this caſe is, / Let every man be perſuaded in 
“his own mind, and let not any one judge or ſet at 
« nought his brother.” But, as it may ſeem expe- 
dient, before we proceed in our ſubje&, to premiſe 
ſomething on the mode of this inſtitution, I will briefipe 
endeavour to aſcertain what is the true and determinate 
idea contained under the word, bapti/e. Here I chooſe 
to expreſs, and defend my own ſentiments and practice, 
in the words of the ingenious and learned Mr. Hallet 
in his celebrated piece on Circumciſion and Baptiſn.— 

„The primitive manner of baptiſing was (uſually at 
ic leaſt) dipping, or plunging, the perſon under water. 


Halles Notes and 2 vol. 3. p. 3585. 
B © This 


ed; it ſhould ever be remembered, that. 


« This is now ſo univerſally acknowledged on. all 
«© hands, that there is no occaſion to ſay much on this 


„head. It will be ſufficient to obſerve, that the 


4 ſcriptures ſpeak of perſons being buried in Baptiſm, 
4c of having their bodies waſhed with pure water, and 
of Water Baptiſm as putting away the filth of the 
«© fefp : which expreſſions evidently allude to, and ſup- 
40 poſe, the dippiug of the whole body, or the burying 
e it under water. Accordingly the Chriſtian church 
continued the practice of baptiſing by immer/ion (ex- 
* cepting in a caſe of neceſſity) through all ages, and 
« in all countries till of late. Nay, as far as I can 
«© find, it is ſtill the practice of all the Chriſtian 
« churches in the world, excepting. only the church of 
«« Nome, and thoſe Proteſtant churches that came out 
4 of her.—The practice of dipping infants in Baptiſm 


was not left off here, in England, much above an 
«© hundred years ago.—Accordingly the old editions of 
& the Common Prayers preſcribed ozly dipping ; and 


% in the preſent edition dipping is ſtill required ; and 
ce pouring water on the child only permitted in caſe the 
4 ſureties certify that the child is aveat.” This is 
the teſtimony born to the practice of immerſion, as 
ſeriptural, antient and univerſal, by a Pædobaptiſt 
| killed in critical learning, and converſant i in. ecclehiaſti- 


cal hiſtory.® : 
et 


* We grant that baptiſm then was by waſhing the wvhole body,” 
| fays Mr. Baxter on Matt. v. 3. Agreeably to this ſentiment he 
paraphraſes Rom. vi. 4. Therefore in our baptiſm we are dipp:4 
cc under the water, as ſignifying our covenant profeſſion, that as he 
cc was buried for fin, we are dead and buried to fin: that as the 
« glorious power of God raiſed him from the dead, ſo we ſhould 
; « riſe up to live to him in newneſs and holineſs of life.“ See his 


' » paraphraſe on the new Teſtament, Theſe conceſſions, as to the 


mode of baptiſm, are very remarkable: as ſome of the moſt 


* Lees and bitter refleQions dropt from the pen of that great and 
£924 


22 


of ce 


Et 3:0 
Let us now immediately proceed to the point, whicls 
we have prineipally in view in this diſcourſe, namely 


ed by our Chriſtian lawgiver to be a diſtin& and ſolemn 


profeſſion of his religion, and an acknowledgement of 


our belief in Jeſus of Nazareth as the Meſſiah, the 


Prophet of the Moſt High, and the Saviour of ſin- 


ners. What leſs than an acknowledgement of His au- 
thority does the phraſe, of being baptiſed into the 
name of another denote? The apoſtle ſays, that the 
Ißraelites were baptiſed into Moſes in the cloud and in the 


fea. What is the meaning of this aſſertion, but that 
when they paſſed through the Red Sea, and were con- 
ducted in the wilderneſs by a cloud, they, in this 


whole matter, profeſſed their embracing that reli- 
gion which God had taught them by Moſes? Thus 


when the apoſtle puts the queſtion, «© Were ye bap- 
« tiſed in the name of Paul,” it is as much as if he had 


faid, Have you received me as your, Maſter ? Have 


you profeſſed a religion of mine? In the ſame manner 
they, who by the preaching of John the Baptiſt had 


been brought to repentance, and were baptiſed by 


him, are called the diſciples of John. Thus alſo the 


converts to the belief and profeſſion of the goſpel 


were baptiſed in the name, or into the name of the 


Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt; i. e. they made 


a ſolemn profeſſion. of their believing the doctrines, 
and of their reſolving to obey the precepts of that 


religion which God the Father Almighty revealed and 
taught by his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and confirmed by 
the miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. And from 


-— 


good man on this very point, when he was heated by the warmth. 
of controverſy, | | 


B 2 a view 


to illuſtrate the moral, religious, and practical uſes of 
Baptiſm. This rite, it evidently appears, was appoint- 
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a view of the hiſtory of Baptiſm in the New Teſtament 

it appears, that a profeſſion of the divise authority of 

Chriſt as the prophet of God, and the redeemer of 

Mankind, was it's primary defign. * And this Angle 

notion of it is as truly and , the eſſential and 
| prin- 


% 


Hence we are naturally led to enquire, Is there not a great and 
material difference between Circumcifion and Baptiſm as to the intent 
of each rite? Did not the former refer to the engagement God 
entered into to be the God of Abraham's feed? Whereas the latter 

_ expreſſes the reſolutions of Chriftians, and the obligations which th 
lay themſetves under to act agreeable to the Chriſtian principles and 
inſtructions. Was not the former a fign on God's part of his grace 
and favour? And is not the latter a ſign en man's part, of his faith 


and penitence, becauſe it is always affixed in the New Teſtament to 


believing and repenting? And if ſo, what argument of ſufficient 
ftrength and force can be derived from the uſe of the former to the 
ſubjects of the latter? Since they, who are capable of a voluntary 
choice of Chriſtianity, can alone be the proper ſubjects of a rite, 
Which is the fign and token of a free choice and a perſonal pro- 
Fallon of it; though God might with great propriety direct, that 
a fign and memorial of th& merciful intentions and the gracious 
ſchemes of his providence ſhould be adminiſtred to infants through- 


'out every ſucceeding generation, to keep alive the faith and hope 


of his people, in his purpoſe and promiſe to preſerve the intereſts of 
the true religion in the world, I beg leave further to propoſe it 
to the aitention of the candid and impartial, whether the deſign 
of circumciſion is not miſunderſtood, when it is ſuppoſed to be 
the token of ſome peculiar privileges and bleſſings granted 10 in- 


fants, The promiſe, to which circumciſion is annexed, as a ſign 


of it, is this: I will be a God, to thee and thy ſeed after thee. The 
word ſeed generally if not always means, poſterity without any par- 
ticular reſpe& to infants. The import of the promiſe is this, 
that God would continue and preſerve a people in the world, out 
of Avraham's poſterity, who ſhould ſtand in a peculiar relation to 
him. Abraham was called from his father's houſe, and from his 
dola:cous neighbours to the knowledge and the ſervice of the true 
God. It is an eaſy and natural ſuppoſition, that his mind would 


be poſiefſed with ſome r and fears, leſt his poſterity 
| ſhould 
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principal end of Baptiſm; as a commemoration of the 
death of Chriſt, is the eſſential and principal intent of the 
Lord's Supper. In conſidering the moral and religious 
uſes of this Chriſtian ordinance, I ſhall deduce them 
from this idea and view of its defign ; and ſhall ſhow, 
that they are connected with and ariſe out of | this 


ſhould want the advantages and honour of ſuch privileges. The 


_ covenant, of which circumciſion was the fign, was ſuited, if 


not intended, to remove thoſe fears, God engages to maintain 
the ſame relation to his pbſterity, or ſeed, through their genera- 
tions, which he bore to him, If we ſuppoſe that circumciſion: 
gave children, or infants, a claim to a future, or eternal exiſtence. 
or if it gave even adults ſuch a claim; as the uncircumciſed were ex- 


- Cluded from a participation of the bell of which that rite was 
a token, it will be an exceeding difficult taſk to reconcile this diſ- 


penſation to our natural notions of juſtice and goodneſs : fince the 
want of this ſign could be no matter of blame in infants, and in. 
that great multitude who would never hear of this covenant. It 


would be ftill more difficult to reconcile it with that gracious pro- 
miſe made after the fall, which muſt be underſtood as extending 


to the whole race, viz. That the ſeed of the woman ſhould bruiſe: 


the head of the ſerpent : Which denoted that victory ſhould be ob 


tained over the ſerpent; and that the evils he had introduced ſhould: 


be redreſſed. Under this covenant are the whole human race born. 
All who ſuffered through the ſerpent, are entitled by this promiſe 
to the benefits of victory obtained over him, by the ſeed of the: 


woman. Can we imagine that it is the deſign of the Abrahamic 
covenant to exclude any from the benefits of that covenant of grace, 
under the kind influence of which they are brought into exiſtence,. 
without their forfeiting theſe benefits by perſonal fault and guilt Poe. 


im general as to the arguments drawn from the uſe of circumeifion 


for our direction in the practice of baptiſm, may I de allowed to 
remark, that baptiſm and circumciſion are two diſtinct rites ap- 
pointed under different diſpenſations.— The nature of each muſt be 


therefore learnt from the diſtinct hiſtory of each... The ſcripture 
account and hiſtory of each, can be the only rule and guide for- 
our judgment and practice: and from what Moſes, Chriſt and his 


apoſtles ſaid and did, from tbar only, can be learnt their agreement, 
or diſagreement, 
B 3. Angle 


„ 


ſingle notion of it, as a particular and ſolemn man- 


a 

ner of ſubmitting to the authority of Chriſt, and of pro- 1 
feſſing our faith in him. And let us obſerve, tr 
t 

8 E C-T 1 NI. t 

Firſt, the tendency of Baptiſm to promote an enguiry - 
inta the evidences, and to beget a avell-grounded perſua- t 
fron of the excellency and the importance of the Chriſtian E 
faith. That the Chriſtian religion is. true and divine, c 
that it's diſcoveries are highly intereſting and impor- - 
tant, are points evidently previous to our belief and 
profeſſion of the goſpel ; provided, that this belief is FE 
any thing more than a careleſs aſſent in compliance c 
with eſtabliſhed principles : or if this profeſſion is any 5 
thing better than a mere conformity to external forms and bo 
received cuſtoms. To render our faith and profeſſion 1 
explicit and perſonal, tome manner of expreſſing our e 
acknowledgement of Jeſus Chriſt, as the Meſſiah, is tl 
very expedient : by which. each one for himſelf de- e! 
Klares his regard to the authority, and his expectation tl 
'from the mercy of the Saviour. This is, as it were to de 
Ft his name and ſeal to che records of the goſpel.— fe 
And it has the ſame tendency and uſe, as ſigning of al 
articles and covenants. in civil caſes, namely, that of 2. 
ſtrengthening the obligations, and of producing a ra- Pe 
tional and firm eonviction of the truth and excellency la 
of what he thus particularly, expresſly, and folemnly F. 
eonſents to and approves. Who, without being charge- to 
able with inexcuſable careleſſneſs, or an impious want 8! 


faith in. Chriſt by the rite of Baptiſm ; unleſs he has, pl 
according to his ability and opportunities, conſidered fi 
che nature and the evidences of the Chriſtian faith, be- an 
| fore he ſubmitted to that rite ? For who, that pays the te 
- leaſt attention to the meaning of the inſtitution, but th 
muſt F 


| of fincerity, can deliberately and publickly profeſs Bis W. 
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is the natural, genuine, and evident tendency of this 


to thoſe evidences, which alone can juſtify and ſupport 


Is not ſuch an appointment ſuited to ſuggeſt, in an 


= o .. ko . 
any external rite in this matter, we ſhould add 5 


the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit tranſaged in 


T7 1 

muſt perceive the guilt of ſeparating this external pro- 
feſſion from the belief of the heart: and the folly of 
acknowledging the belief of the heart without attending 


that belief? When men are called upon to make a pubs 
lick and explicit profeſſion of the Chriſtian faith: when 
they are bound by a particular rite to own it, as divine, 
each for himſelf, ſeparately and ſolemnly, by a rite which 
derives all it's authority from the appointment of God: 
when they are diſpoſed to obey this inſtitution, what 


proceeding, but to lead men to pauſe, reflect, and 
conſider what are the truths, they thereby profeſs ; 
what evidences there are for theſe truths; and what 
intereſt and concern they themſelves have in them? 


eaſy, forcible, and convincing manner, to their minds, 
the propriety, expediency, and neceſſity indeed, of 
enquiring into the reaſons and foundations on which 
the truth of the goſpel ſtands? And is it not adapted 
to fix their deſultory and wandering thoughts on the 
fubject, and to gain their more ſerious and deliberate 
attention to it? To theſe obſervations on the uſe of 


peculiar ſuitableneſi of the rite appointed by the Chriſtiax 
lawgiver. Our being baptiſed! in the name of the 
Father, the. Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, is not only fitted 
to ſuggeſt to the. mind the propriety of examining. the 
grounds of the Chriſtian faith, but it affords à clue by 
which to affiſt and direct our conſideration of the 
plan and of the evidences. of the goſpel. For as the 
firſt enquiry is naturally, what is the meaning and the 
import of being bapulſed.1 into theſe names? ſo the next 
ſtep is an acquaintance with the ſeveral parts, which 


the 
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1 
the work of our redemption. This neceſſarily leads 
as into the knowledge of the amazing goodneſs of the 
God and Father of all in the miſſion of his Son; of 
the unparalleled friendſhip of the Son, his great #6" Vu 
taking and his glorious character; and of the mira- 
culous works and endowments of the Holy Spirit, by 
which the divine authority and the heavenly miſſion 
of Jeſus Chriit were confirmed. And who does not 
perceive, that theſe enquiries, which the form of Bap- 
tiſm ſuggeſts, will produce a lively and rational con- 
viction of the truth and excellency of the Chriſtian 
faith? It further deſerves our attention that the rite 
itſelf is a memorial and repreſentation of thoſe two 
facts, which in their mutual connection evince the truth 
of Chriſt's miſſion, namely his burial and reſurrection. 
It is therefore a moſt proper rite, by which to teſtify 
our faith in Chriſt; as it holds forth, by an affecting 
emblem, the great object and confirmation of our 
faith, and directs our attention to the grand proof of 


{4 
i 
+ 
i 
d 
7 

'F 


: Chriſt only proved his own ſincerity ; whereas by his 
4 reſurrection he was declared the Son of God with 
power. 00 Theſe reaſonings from the tendency of the 

rite 


(5) This remark ſuggefts to our notice the different: nature and 
ends of the Lord's Supper and of the ordinance of baptiſm. The 
latter is the rite, by which we aſſume at firſt the Chriſtian cha- 
racter; the former is that, by which we profeſs our continued and 
perſevering attachment to Chriſt, The latter has an immediate and 
direct reference to our ſorrow for our paſt fins, and our reſolutions 
for the future: the former has only a remote and diſtant reſpe& to 
theſe acts of the mind. The latter is a memorial of the burial 
and reſurrection of Chriſt : the Former is the monument of his 
death. By the latter we profeſs our firm and chearful perſuaſion of 
che truth and divinity of his character: by the former we recognize 
- his love and friendſhip, and our obligations to him. The latter 

: ſup- 


his important and exalted character. For the death of 
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rite are quite conſiſtent with the original inſtitution and 


| © every creature: Making inſtruction a neceſſary ſtep 
t the being Baptized into the name of the Father, 
| the Son and the Holy Ghoſt. In conformity to this 


bY evangelical hiſtory of it's adminiſtration. From which 
f tit appears, that an acquaintance with the character and 
a4 conviction of the divine authority of Chriſt as the 
" © fruit of a ſerious enquiry into the nature, and a candid | 
attention to the evidences of his claims, was previous 3 
4 to Baptiſm, and always required as a neceſſary quali- | 
4 ff cation in thoſe, who were willing to obey this inſtitu- 5 ; 
tion. Thus our Lord gave his apoſtles a commiſſion 9 
. j eto teachꝰ all nations: or as St. Mark expreſſes, to I 
5 z „go into all the world and to preach the goſpel to |} 
5 commiſſion we find the apoſtles conſtantly inſtruct- 
S ing their hearers in the nature and evidences of the 
S Chriſtian religion, as previous to their Baptiſm : that 
- their profeſſion of it might be the reſult of their con- 
ci viction, and the matter of their ſerious and deliberate 
'# Choice. | Thoſe meſſengers opened and confirmed the 
ch important character that their Lord ſuſtained: when 
he ſuppoſes that before the time, on which we ſubmitted to it, ws 
ite had not by any one particular, ſolemn and explicit ac profeſſed our 
faith in Chriſt: the former implies, that we are already, before we 
os ſurround the table, his avowed and devoted diſciples. The /atter 
che reſembles an oath of allegiance to a new ſovereign : the former tha 
future returning inſtances of homage and reſpect to that Sovereign, 
ad In a word, the latter is the only chriſtian rite, which is ſpoke of 
and in ſcripture, as the appointed token of our acknowledgement af 
ons Chriſt's character, and as the ſign of our repentance. To expreſs 
to this is the primary, direct and principal deſign of it. And a grate- 
rial ful remembrance of the friendſhip of him, whom we have already 
his owned for our Lord, is the primary and principal view of the 
\ of other rite, Every one muſt determinefor himſelf concerning the 
nize juſtneſs and propriety of this repreſentation by an examination 


atter of the account and hiſtory, which the new Ten affords us 
ſup- of both rites, 2 
their 


1 

their hearers were convinced, then they were Baptized. 
This is evident from the hiſtory of the three thouſand 
converts in Ads ii. from that of the Samaritans As viii. 
from that of the eunuch in the ſame chapter : from 
that of Cornelius and the jailor and their reſpective 
Houſholds. (c) And it is recorded to the ſingular ho- 


(e) © The account which of all others is moſt explicit in this 
« caſe is that of the jailor, Acts xvi, And I deſire no better clue 
than that whereby to find out the meaning of what is ſaid 
# concerning the other houfpolds, We are told in ver. 30, 31, 72, 
That the jailor, aſtoniſhed at the extraordinary interpoſition of 
& providence in favour of Paul and Silas, brought them out and 
& ſaid, Sirs ! what muſt I do to be ſaved; and that they ſaid believe 
4 on the Lord Feſus Chriſt and thou ſhalt be ſaved and thy houſe : and they 
ale unto bim the word of the Lord, and to all that were in bis 
e houſe, Upon which I would aſk the following queſtions, Whe- 
ee ther the author of the Appendix is aſſured, that there were in- 
„ fants in that houſe : whether, if there were, the word of the 
« Lord was ſpoken to thoſe infants: and whether ſuch ſpeech 
* could anſwer any purpoſe with regard to them? When there- 
& fore it is added, ver. 33. that he and all his were ſtraightway 
C baptized, the words can include no more, than that as many 
< were baptized, as had the word of the Lord ſpoken to them 
and theſe in ver, 34. we find were juſt ſo many and no more 
« than belie ved in God. Yhen be bad brought them into his bouſs 
(having as it ſhould feem taken them to ſome out parts, adja- 
cent to his houſe, where there was ſome collection of water fit 
for the purpoſes of baptizing) be ſet meat before them and rejoiced, 
<. believing in God With all Lis bouſe. All his houſe, all his family, 
believed in Cod, as well as himſelf ; being thereunto led by the 
interpoſition of providence in favour of the priſoners, and the 
bearing the word of Chriſt from their mouths, According to the 
account given of this houſhold; even if there were infants in 
it: neither the ſpeaking of the word of Chriſt, nor the bap- 
tizing can be underſtood concerning them; and all mention con- 
cerning them was with god reaſoir omitted as needleſs, becauſe 
« the things mentioned relating to the houſhold in general were 
ct known not to belong to them.” See Burrough's defence of two 


diſcourſes on poſitive inſtitutions, p. 54, & c. 


2238222 


nour 


= a ö R Oh 
ae ne e 1 * 9 <a 9 3 ns EL 5 457" res 8 
p * 33 N nc ö e 1 . 8 8 ee SEN Rae x6 n 
ä VVCTVTPPPPVVCCCCCCCCCTTTT re Sa 8 3535 Tuͤ CAISSON IE 89 75 
P HERE e Wig = n . ö SO Ir Bt Bog OR Lv A ry * 
n 1 3232 ᷣ AA.. . og In ee ee 2006 ; 


1] 
nour of the Bereans, that they were more noble 


« than thoſe in Theſſalonica, becauſe they ſearched the 
ce ſcriptures to ſee, whether thoſe things, in which the 


2 <« apoſtles inſfructed them, were ſo;” and on this 


ſearch, and the conviction that attended it, believed. 
It appears then from the inſtitution and the hiſtory of 
the rite, that inſtruction in the Chriſtian ſyſtem, in 
it's deſign and grounds, was always previous to the ad- 
miniſtration of it, that it might be a voluntary, free 
and rational act. It is further evident froin-a conſide- 
ration of the tendency of the rite, that it is peculiarly 
ſuited to excite our enquiries into the reaſonableneſs 


and excellency of our holy religion; ; to fix our atten- 
tion on the propoſals and evidences of the goſpel ; 


eſpecially to dire& our thoughts to the reſurrection of 
Chriſt : and hereby it is calculated to render our pro- 
feſſion of the goſpel not the conſequence of education 
and cuſtom, but the fruit of deliberate. and ſerious re- 
feftion and of rational conviction. This then is the 
firſt uſe of Chriſtian Baptiſm, it 1s an acknowledg- 
ment of our faith in Chriſt; a uſe of no ſmall moment, 
whether we conſult the ſatis faction of our own minds, 
the credit of our religion, or the improvement of 
Chriſtians. We obſerve that 


SECTION IT 


Secondly, Baptiſm expreſſes, exerciſes, and ſtrength- 
ens our /incere repentance. The very act, of acknow- 
ledging our religious regard to and expectations from 
Jeſus Chriſt, denotes alſo the ſentiments of our minds 
concerning the evil and danger of vicious principles 
and habits, and our ready acceptance of' every me- - 
thod tending to redeem us from the power and penal- 
ties of ſin. For what is the character under which 
Chriſt appeared, but that of the Saviour of ſinners 2 
. are e the * tidings of his goſpel, but the pro- 


miſe 


12 ] 
miſe of forgiveneſs? What was the great end of his life 
and death, but to reconcile us to God, that our treſpaſſes 
might not be imputed againſt us? And what is the real 
character and condition of the humane race, but that 
of ſinners? How then can a profeſſion of the truth 
and an acknowledgement of our acceptance of and 
ſubjection to the goſpel, how can ſuch a profeſſion 
made by 26, who have expoſed ourſelves to the conſe- 


quences, as we have contracted the guilt, of ſin in innu- 


merable inſtances, how can a profeſſion thus circum- 
ſtanced be ſeparated from thoſe views of the goſpel 
and from thoſe conſiderations of the character of Chriſt, 
which are the peculiar objeRs of a penitent's attention, 
concern and hope? Who that avows, as by Baptiſm 
he implicitly does, his perſuaſion of the authority, and 
his expectation from the friendſhip of Chriſt, but 
muſt be ſuppoſed to declare thereby his dependance 
upon the Prizft as well as his ſubmiſſion to the King ? 
Since our Lord is inveſted not only with all power to 
reward the obedience of men, but with authority to 


beſtow pardon and forgiveneſs on {ſincere penitents. 


Conſequently the man, who has any juſt notions of the 


offices of Jeſus Chriſt, by being Baptized in his name 


virtually expreſſes a pungent remorſe under a ſenſe of 


contracted guilt, and an earneſt deſire of being in- 


tereſted, upon the terms of the goſpel, in it's plen- 
teous redemption. So that this rite is as really and 
truly expreſſive of our repentance and turning from ſin, 
as it is a perſonal profeſſion of our faith in the autho- 
rity and character of the Son of God, the ſaviour of 
finners. This will appear with further evidence, if 
we conſider the preaching of the apoſtles, the views 


they afford us of Baptiſm, and the advice they give to 


the awakened and convinced. How does St. Peter's 
exhortation run ? Repent : and be Baptized every one of 


gu in the name "ny Te _e Chriſt ffs the remiſfi won of ſins, 


Ae, 


5 31 

Ads ii. 38. Under what view is St. Paul directed to con- 
fider Baptiſm, but as the appointed means of “ waſh- 
„ing away his fins,” Ch. xxil. 16. And what does that 
expreſſion denote, but that Saul, in ſubmitting to Chriſt's 
ordinance of Baptiſm, ſhould do it from a conviction of 
the evil of ſin, from a ſenſe of its guilt, and a defire 
of deliverance from it's power? What did the apoſtles 
require of men, but to repent and be converted ? And 
did not they hold forth Chriſt to the acceptance of their 
hearers, as that Miniſter of divine grace through whom 
they ſhould receive the remiſſion of fins ? Thus St. Peter 
preached to Cornelius and his houſe ; © 79 him give all 


— 


: | the prophets witneſs, that through his name, ant amy 
| believed in him ſhould receive the remiſſton of fins.“ 

t Thus St. Paul preached at Antioch, Be it known unte 
> you, men and brethren, that through this man is preached 
4 unto you the forniveneſs of fins? It would be endleſs to 
0 multiply inſtances, by which to confirm this view of 
0 Chriſt's character. Conſequently by whatever rite our 
Lord is acknowledged as the Miniſter of forgiveneſß; : 
e I thatrite muſt denote 57 penitence who ſubmits to it.— 
e But what is ſtill more determinate, if poſſible, as to tlie 
f point, is the ſignificancy and propriety of the rite of 
- WW Baptiſm to indicate by an external ſign that inward diſ- 
— poſition of repentance, which muſt accompany it. 
d „ Antiently”” (fays Arch Biſhop Tllofſon) “ thoſe who 
bs © were baptized, put off their garments, which ſigni- 
J- « fied the putting off the body of ſin: and were im- 
of „ merſed, or buried in water, to repreſent their death 
if « to fin: and then did riſe up again out of the water 
VS 


« to ſignify their entrance upon a new life. And to 
o « this cuſtom the apoſtle alludes, when he ſays, Rem. 
% vi. 4. We are buried with him by Baptiſm. unto 
« death; that we ſhould walk in newneſs of life. 
And this act, by it's ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity, is alſo 
ſuited to 4 the ſentiments and feelings of Ee 
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ance : it compoſes the mind to reflection and thought: 
it aſſiſts us in the review of a former courſe: it im- 
preſſes the mind with a more affecting ſenſe of the de- 
merit of ſin, by engaging it's attention to the manner of 
the goſpel ſalvation: it brings into one view the various 
follies and ſins of our paſt conduct: and thus fixes with 
more force and life the impreſſions of penitent remorſe. 
In whatever light we conſider the matter, Baptiſm muſt 
appear to be intimately connected with, and is calcu- 
lated to cheriſh our ſincere repentance. : 


SECTION m. 
Thirdly, Baptiſm is an additional inducement to en- 
gage us to walk in all neaungſi of life and in a perfect 


conformity to the precepts and the genius of the goſpel. 
By profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion from the deliberate y 


Choice of our minds, we lay ourſelves under the ſtrong- 
eſt obligations, the obligations of a ſerious, premedi- 
tated and ſolemn declaration, to conform ourſelves to the 
principles of the chriſtian faith : that is, we bind our- 
ſelves to obey the precepts of the goſpel, and to imi- 
tate the life of Chriſt, and to renounce every affection 
and habit, which is inconſiſtent with the ſpirit of his 
religion and repugnant to the rules he has preſcribed. 
Now, if it is a becoming, wiſe and rational part to 
bring ourſelves under the ſtricteſt obligations to all the 
offices of piety and virtue ; if it is a fit thing, that we 


| ſhould bind ourſelves hereto: it is equally reaſonable, 


It is moſt highly expedient, to uſe every mean of giv- 
ing greater force and energy to thoſe reſolutions, and 


to prefer that manner of expreſſing our good purpoſes 


and our deliberate profeſſion, which is beſt ſuited to 


leave the ſtrongeſt impreſſions of theſe things on the 


mind. To comply with an inſtitution of this tendency 
is a point of pious prudence in ourſelves, as an inſtitu- 
tion of this tendency bears a ſtrong impreſs of the wiſdom 
| and 
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and goodneſs of our lawgiver. Such an inſtitution is 
the ordinance of Baptiſm. The acknowledgement of 
our ſubmiſſion to the authority of Jeſus Chrift, by the 
uſe of this ſolemn rite, 1s evidently calculated to render 
our profeſſion more ſincere, our reſolutions ſtronger, 
and to inſpire the mind with a more deep and lively 
| ſenſe of thoſe obligations it brings itſelf under. It 
leads men to reflection: produces a pauſe in life, and 
brings them to à point, as to their profeſſion of the 
chriſtian faith: it induces them to conſider the nature 
and conſequences of chriſtian obedience, and to exa- 

mine the obligations to a virtuous life. As it is one 

ſingle, perſonal and explicit act, performed with ſeriouſ- 

neſs and deliberation, it muſt be attended with a more 

powerfully virtuous influence and leave ftronger im- 
preſſions, than a repeated compliance with thoſe forms 
> and cuſtoms which have nothing appropriate, or per- 

ſonal in them. And then it affords one particular point 
in life, on which the thoughts may be more eafily fixed, 
to which the memory may have recourſe in future 
years, and the recollection of which may be of the 


3 higheſt advantage 1n the chriſtian life. Shall I mention 
further the tendency which a becoming uſe of this rite 
d. has to produce a more reverential regard to, and a 
deeper conviction, conſequently a more lively and laſt- 
= ing ſenſe, . of the authority of God. For a devout 
A compliance with ſuch. an inſtitution can proceed from 


no other principle, than from a regard to the. divine 
3 authority; and to have this thus ſolemnly and delibe- 


fon rately exerciſed, muſt cheriſh, ſtrengthen and eftabliſh 

5 it to a conſiderable degree: and as this principle is of 
the the higheſt moral nature and uſe, this improvement of 
cy it is in no ſmall degree important! Shall I mention the 
tu- glorious and animating: motive to a ſteady and per- 
om ſevering obedience, which will, with peculiar force, 
and preſent itſelf to a ſerious mind at ſuch a ſeaſon: names 


CA | ly, 
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ly, the aſrurance of Chriſt himſelf, * that if we confeſs 
him before men, he alſo will confeſs us before his fa- 
* ther and his holy angels: and giye unto us a crown of 
« life ?” Shall! mention what a powerful motive and an 
additional obligation the deliberate, ſolemn, and per- 
ſonal profeſſion of ſuch a pure and holy religion as the 
goſpel, muſt afford to every ſerious and ingenuous 
mind ?—Shall I mention, over and above theſe conſi- 
| derations, how. excellently this Chriſtian ceremony in 
itſelf is ſuited to anſwer theſe valuable purpoſes ? Water 
is an emblem of purity ; and the ule of it in Baptiſm 
denotes the purity of the Chriſtian faith. The immer- 
fon in water repreſents, with great fignthcancy and 
propriety, that renunciation of fin, which is in ſcrip- 
ture called dying, or being mortified to it; as the riſing 
again out of it typifies and illuſtrates our reſtoration to 
the life of piety and virtue. This is ſtrongly argued by 
the apoſtle. , Know ye not that ſo many of us as were 
baptized into Fefus: Chrift, were baptized into his death ? 
Therefore aue are buried with him by Baptiſm unto death; 
that like as Chriſt was raiſed from the dead by the glory of 
the father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of life. 
This paſſage ſuggeſts another obſervation, that the mo- 
ral improvement, and the practical uſes of our Lord's 
reſurrection are foreibly impreſſed upon the mind by 
the rite of Baptiſm, as it is a deſigned memorial and 
repreſentation of that important fact: and by thus 
bringing to our minds hat event, which was the re- 
ward of our Lord's perfect obedience, and the grand 
evidence of his authority, it ſtrengthens our ſenſe of 
the excellency and neceſſity of obedience to his pre- 
cepts. Let it be further obſerved that the indiſpenſable 


Baptiſm is moſt plainly and ſtrongly aſſerted by St. 
Peter: when he ſays, that after the ſimilitude of the ark 
2 which Noah and his TO evere preſerved, Baptiſm 
doth 


connection betwixt the moral uſe and the benefit of 
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auf h now ſave us : not the putting away the filth of the 
flaſb, but the anſwer of a good conſcience towards God. 
Proceed we to obſerve, 


$ECT1iON- N. 


Forthly, That Baptiſm obliges us zo regard the ſole 
authority of our bleſſed Lord and Maſter in matters of 
religious faith and practice. With this particular view 
does the apoſtle direct the Corinthians to confider the 
nature and deſign of their profeſſion at Baptiſm : when 
upon occaſion of thoſe diviſions and animoſities which 
ſubſiſted amongſt them, through their zealous attach- 
ment to different miniſters and teachers of religion, one 
following Paul, another Apollos, and a third Cephas,. 
he reproves them in this ſharp and ſevere queſtion : 
were ye baptized inta the name of Paul? 1 Cor. i. 13. 
intimating, nay expreſſing with great ſtrength of ar- 
gument, the nature and deſign of that profeſſion which 
they made, and of thoſe obligations under which they 
brought themſelves at their Baptiſm : which, if they 
had duly and properly reflected upon them, would have 
effectually ſecured them againſt the influence of party 
names and contentions. This is the natural inffuence 
of Baptiſm. For if through the force of education, 
the prejudices of one age or place, or the bias of our 
connections in life, we have been engaged in the debates 
and intereſt of one party and ſect, or in an uncharitable 
attachment to one miniſter or teacher, to the injury of 
another in his reputation and uſefulneſs; if this is the 
caſe, what can be of a greater ſervice than thoſe 
thoughts and refletions which this particular rite will 
naturally ſuggeſt ; a rite that is in itſelf expreſſive of 
our ſole regard to the authority of Jeſus Chriſt, as the 
alone head, lawgiver and judge in the Chriſtian church.. 
Becauſe his command is the / ground” of obedience to 
Ut; and his charaQter as the chief * of God, and 


C 3 the 


4 
object of the faith, we profeſs by it. Has not the vo- 


rite; or, has not the after-recollection of ſuch an act, 
an apt and ſtriking tendency to draw the mind off from 
our different parties and diviſions: to annihilate them as 


Jeſus Chriſt, his ſupreme claims to our obedience and 
his ſole prerogative to dictate to our faith and practice? 
If we only allow ourſelves time coolly to aſk, into whoſe 
name we were baptized, whether into that of Chriſt 
only, or into that of any other teacher? Whether into 
the profeſſion of his religion only, or into the faith of 
any other church or ſe@? Muſt it not have a mighty 
influence to preſerve our attachment to Chriſt, undi- 
vided and uncorrupted-? Certainly, if we were bap- 
tized into g name: his laws, and not thoſe. of any 
other teacher, however wiſe and good; bis faith, and 
not the articles of any church or any ſociety ; his au- 
thority, and not the decrees and power of any man or 
any 'body of men ſhould be conſidered and owned by 
us, as binding upon our conſciences. In all religious 


dency and uſe of Chriſtian Baptiſm, 1 am -fure is, to 
unite Chriſtians under their common head and Lord ; 

to bring the mind to one determinate point; and to lead 
it to that queſtion, which mult decide all diſputes, and 


ſentiments ought to be concluſive and binding in every 
religious caſe with thoſe who were baptized "into the 
name of Chriſt. Or have we, by any particular, ex- 
plicit, appropriate and ſolemn rite in compliance with 
the divine injunctions, profeſſed our ſubjection to and 
acknowledged the authority of any ſect, church or 
party ? And Baptiſm hath alſo in another reſpect a ten- 
dency to impreſs us with a lively conviction, of the ſole 
and 
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the only Lord of conſcience and Saviour of ſinners, the 


untary, ſerious and deliberate performance of ſuch a 


it were for a time, and to unite and fix our thoughts on 


parties and diſputes, whatever may be the Fact, the ten- 


compoſe all animoſities; namely, whoſe authority, whoſe 
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and abſolute authority of our bleſſed Lord, as. his au- 


thority is the only ground of our obedience in this in- 
ſtance : and Hehath enacted this rite in conſequence of 


the power with which he is inveſted, a power which 
demands a ſupreme regard and unlimited obedience 
from us, and by this voluntary and ſerious act we pre- 
ſent this his power to our thoughts in its fulleſt force, 


and ſtamp upon our We a binding ſenſe of it.—In the 
laſt place, © Ta . 


SECTION v. Fits 


- 


profeſſion and hopes. This uſe follows from, what was 


obſerved under the former head. For if it 1s deſigned - 


and calculated to bring all Chriſtians to the profeſſion of 
one head, one Lord, and one ſtandatd of faith; it muſt be 


intended and ſuited to cement them together in one 


ſpirit of love and peace. If Chriſtians would but open 
their minds to the influence of this rite, they muſt feel 


its uniting power, and under its influence their hearts 


would be ſoothed into tenderneſs and their boſoms ex- 
pand with love. It's tendency in this reſpect muſt be 


peculiarly cogent and engaging; when the rite is one, 


when the principle of obedience is one, when the inten- 


tion of the mind is one: when from a regard to the 


ſame Lord, men perform the ſame act of reſpect and 
homage, with the ſame workings of ſincere repentance, 
and with the ſame reſolutions of walking in newneſs of 
life. This was the caſe in the firſt age: and therefore 


with peculiar propriety, the apoſtle beſeeches the Ephe- 
ſians to walk with all lowlineſs, and meekneſs, and 


long-ſufferings ; forbearing one another in love, en- 


deavouring to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond | 


of peace, by this conſideration, that there is one Bap- 
tiſm. In the preſent period we may not perhaps be 


able 


Fifthly, Another uſe of Baptiſm is to unite Chriſtians, 
by the bonds of one common badge and token of their 
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able to urge this motive with the full force of its ori- 
ginal purport. But notwithſtanding the different ſenti- 
ments, which ſubſiſt among Chriſtians concerning the 
uſe and nature of Baptiſm, it is ſtill to be remembered 
that we all profeſs ourſelves the diſciples of Chriſt, 4d. 
mitted, if not by the ſame rite, yet under the view 
of being baptized into one /ociety - all ſincere Chriſtians, 
and good men, form one body under the ſame head, 
Jeſus Chriſt : and all upright and good perſons make 
their profeſſion of faith in Chriſt after the manner, which 
they ſeverally apprehend, is the mind and will of their 
common Lord. For that is Baptiſm to every one, which 
every one from conſcience and as the reſult of a ſe- 
rious and humble enquiry, judges to be ſo. So that 
we are bound by all the ties of Chriſtian love to receive 
one another in the Lord. And it further deſerves our 
Particular attention, that harmony, love and peace con- 
ſtitute a moſt important and eſſential branch of that 
newneſs of life, in which Chriſtians at their Baptiſm 
oblige themſelves to walk. The character alſo of that 
Lord, whom by this rite we acknowledge as our Maſter 
and Saviour, and of this goſpel which we thereby em- 


brace, ſuggeſts powerful inducements to all the exer- 


ciſes of love and peace.—Our Lord is the prince of 
peace; and his goſpel breathes che ſpirit of  macknels, 
. and love (4), I 


Tue 


(4) If what has 1050 obſerved above on the nature and uſes of Bap- 
tiſm is ſupported by the reaſon of the thing, and by the ſcripture ac- 


count and hiſtory of it, ãs it not "ſufficient to decide the controver- 


ſies which have beem ſo violently agitated on this head.? May not 
the diſputes on this ſubject be reſolved into theſe few plain queſtions ? 
Is the repreſentation, which has been. now given of. Baptiſm, ſcrip- 
rural and true? Does the new Teſtament either by precept, or ex- 
' ample authorize any other Baptiſm, beſides this F Does it afford its 
ſanction to o different rites, performed on different ſubje&s, with 
l . as s equally anſwering the nature and intent of 
Chriſtian 


＋ 
. 


be rational and deliberate, it will be uſeful! only let 


Chriſtian Baptiſm ? In all the examples of and reafonings upon | 


1 as 1 


Tux IMPROVEMENT. 


From this illuſtration of the moral and religious 
uſes of Baptiſm we learn, with what diſpoſitions to 
ſubmit to this ordinance, and how to improve it, 
Would we comply with this command of being bap- 
tized into the name of Chriſt in a worthy and rational 
manner? And would we reap the benefit of a ſincere 
and. rational ſubmiſſion to ĩt? Let us admit the word of 
exhortation. Vour purpoſe, Sirs! is good: your views 
are good! It becomes us to fulfil all righteouſneſs. 
Our own hearts muſt. approve our well regulated and 
pious zeal : our Maſter. will behold it with pleaſure : : 
and God will own and reward it. Only let your ſervice 


it produce its genuine fruits, it will be highly ſatis- 
factory and acceptable.—Examine, Sirs, the evidences 
of your holy faith; conſider the important and gloricus 
characters Chriſt ſuſtains, as the great Teacher of righs 
teouſneſs, the Saviour of the world, the Lord of all, | 
and the judge of the hyman race.. Weigh the teſti- 
monials he produces ; ; ſuch as an holy life, a pure 
doQrine, a variety of miraculous works, the accom» 
pliſhment of prophecies, his reſurrection from the dead, 
the gifts of the ſpirit, and the ſucceſs of his goſpel in 


Baptiſm, which we meet with in the Chriſtian cede, does it not 
bear only that plain, determinate and uniform meaning, we have it 
luftrated in the former ſections? And if fo, whit authority, what 
arguments from analogy, can juſtify a practice under that name, 
about which the word of God is totally Glent ? which in its mean- 
ing and uſe is emirely different from and really oppoſite to the 'rite 
it peaks of as Chriſtian Baptiſm ? Theſe queſtions appear to de- 
ſerve the ſerious and candid attention of ever y friend to truth, and 
to the purity of Chriit” : inſlitutions. n | | 


«Se 


the 


( 22 J 
the world. Learn to value the goſpel and to prize 
molt highly the word of your ſalvation. Let repentance 
and newneſs of life be your great buſineſs. Be no 
longer the ſervants of fin : but commence the ſervants 
of righteouſneſs. Let your converſation be ſuch as be- 
comes the goſpel.—Study your bible.—Take your faith 
from that; form your practice by it.—You are the 

_ diſciples of Chriſt ; adhere to him as your only teacher 

and Lord, —Above all things, as the elect of God, holy 

and beloved, be meek, be humble, be patient and for- 
giving; be full of Candor, and full of love. 
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This is the duty, theſe the obligations of thoſe who 
are baptized into the name of Jeſus Chriſt, ' Make the 
obſervation of theſe things your ſtudy and care, Be 
firm to your purpoſe. Adorn your profeſſion. You | 
ſerve a good maſter. You are engaged in a good 
work.—Great'and precious are the promiſes of the 
goſpel to animate your obedience ! Your Lord and 
Maſter holds forth a-crown of glory: ſeize the im- 
mortal prize Great and glorious, immenſe and ever- 
r will be your ons Amen. 


C H AP. M. 
On the benefits 4 0 hriftian Ahe. 
HF 1 to give a plain nad rational 


view of the moral and religious 2 of Chriſtian 
Baptiſm : the benefit or advantage annexed to this ordi- 
nance by the appointment of God, is the next point 
which offers itſelf to our conſideration. This is the 
forgiveneſs of fin : according to the exhortation given to 
Saul by Ananias, Ad, xxii. 16. Be baptized and waſh 
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away thy ins, calling upon the name of the Lord. This 
view the apoſtle Peter gives us of Baptiſm ; when he ex- 
horts the converts at Pentecoſt to repent and be baptized 
in'the name of Jeſus Chriſt for the remiſſion of ſins. (e) 


(e) * Give me leave to obſerve that ſuch exhortations are not ac- 
« cording to the tenor of the New Teſtament to be confined to out- 
« rageous perſecutors, ſuch as Saul in the text, or to thoſe heinous 
« ſinners mentioned in that ſecond chapter of the Acts, who had 
« imbrued their hands in the blood of Chriſt. They properly be- 
EC long to all thoſe, in every age of the church, who have fins to 
t tepent of, and who, by the good providence of God come to the 
6 hearing of Chriſt's goſ; pel. Nor 1s there any difference. between 
the one and. the other, excepting that ſome are greatet ſinners than 
others, according to the circumſtances, with which their fins are 
« more or leſs aggravated, © If none but fuch as the murderers of 
« Chriſt, or ſuch great finners as perſecuted Saul, were to be bap- 
« tized in the view of remiſſion of. ſins: then the, commiſſion of 
our Lord to baptize thoſe in every nation, who were made dif. 
ciples, by being induced to embrace his goſpel, would have been 
« to very little purpoſe : and then likewiſe there would have been no 
« force in that declaration of the apoſtle Paul, that dying unto fin, 

and walking in newnelſs of life, are the very things deſigned to 
be repreſented in the action of Baptiſm : or elſe we muſt be re- 
duced to the abſurdity of affirming that the greateſt part of thoſe 
who are made acquainted with the goſpel, ſtand in no need of. the 
« mercy of it, for the pardon of their fins. It was indeed very 
« fitting, both with regard to the murderers of Chriſt, and to ſuch 
« perſons as perſecuting Saul, that particular mention ſhould be 
« made to them of rhe repentance expected from them, and of thy 
« joyful views of remiſſion, which Baptiſm contains, not excluding 

the greateſt ſinners. But if the inſtitution of Baptiſm did nat 
according ta the mind of Chriſt, contain in itſelf this joyful view 
« of remiffon ; it could not have been applied to theſe extraordi- 
nary ſinners, any more than to ſuch as have ſinned in a lower de- 
gree. But we find in many places in the New Teſtament, that 
« as reformation of heart and life is expected from thoſe, who are, 
0 baptized in obedience to Chriſt's inſtitution ; fo the hope of re- 
& miſſion is deſigned to go along with the nents of Baptiſm, in 
« all who faithfully ſubmit to it, L=Sce>Burrough's two diſcourſes 
on poſitive inſtitutions, p- 36, „„ x: Toe 


2 


9 
. 1 * 7 ks 
443 — E 
* * * * 


PT 
In 


nir, 


191 
* 65 q 
$49 


13 


$39 

* 1 *T, 

© 2% 

n 

oy «078 

y Þ 

Y N 
"FI 


D 2 
þ 
= 0 Rs 
* * 1 
r 
— . a 2 
" - * 


= ” - 
2 hw 


— 


[ 24 ] 
In conformity to this repreſentation of the intent of 
Baptiſm, in alluſion to it St. Paul ſpeaks of the Corin- 
thians as waſhed, 1 Cer. vi. 11.—We are not to ſup- 
Pole that the mere external action, ſeparate from its 
moral deſign, and the good diſpoſitions of the heart, 
can anſwer any ſuch important purpoſe : for this would 
be to reflect upon the character of our Lord? and to 
repreſent him as more pleaſed with rites and ceremonies, 
than with the ſubſtantial and immutable excellent vir- 
tues of a good life and fincere heart. But the re- 
miſſion of fins muſt be conſidered as connected with 
Baptiſm on account of its tendency to cheriſh, and on 
the ſuppoſition of its proceeding from the fincere and 
unfeigned repentance of the heart and the cordial ac- 
ceptance of the goſpel. Accordingly Ananias joins it 
with calling on the name of the Lord, or a devout and 
affectionate acknowledgement of his character: and 
St. Peter, by the manner of his exhortation, affords us 
the ſame juſt ſentiments of his purifying or abſolving 
nature, inaſmuch as he joins repentance with 1t, as 
neceſſary to this effect of Baptiſm. I'would illuſtrate 
the point in the words of à good practical writer on the 
fubject. When !] ſay Baptiſm is for the forgiveneſ; of 
fin, I do not ſuppoſe any thing like a charm i in it: 
« but the plain, rational notion of it may be illuſtrated 
« thus. Suppoſe you have been guilty of rebellion, 
and your prince in great goodneſs is pleaſed to pro- 
« miſe a pardon, on condition you manifeſt a ſorrow 
for your crime, and give it under your hand and 
ſeal that you renounce i it, and will behave for the 
« future becoming a dutiful ſubject.— Here it is evi- 
dent, your pardon is annexed to the ſigning and 
ſealing this covenant. Now as Baptiſm is appointed 
of God for the remiſſion of ſins; I take it to be 
much of the ſame nature and 6gnificancy a8 ſetting 
our hand and ſeal.—So that there is nothing in the 
5 matter, 
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1 matter, but what is very intelligible and plain.— 

«© And like as your prince would not forgive your re- 
„ bellion, but conceive a juſt indignation againſt you, 
„if he could know your heart did not agree with theſe 
« outward ſigns : : ſo God, who ſearcheth the heart, 
« will account our Baptiſm nothing, and not annex 
to it the forgiveneſs of ſins; if it be not accompa- 
* nied with the anfwer or Ripulation of a good con- 
5 ſcience” towards God. Agreeably to the words of 
* St. Peter, Baptiſm doth now ſave us, not the putting 
* away the filth of the fleſh, but the anſruer of a goed 
«© conſcience towards God. In this view it appears ra- 


* 


d tional, intereſting and uſeful: and muſt greatly con- 
—duce to promote that goodneſs, which is the moral de- 
it | fign of this inſtitution and of all externals in reli- 
d gion. For only conſider what Baptiſm does really ſig- 
d nify, and what is eſſential to the nature of it, namely, 
us a fincere profeſſion of faith in Chriſt the ſaviour of 
ig | finners and the great Miniſter of forgiveneſs ? Only 
as attend to the moral and religious uſes of it, which are 
lte neceſſary to render it acceptable to God, to wit, 
he its being expreſſive of our unfeigned repentance, and 
of IE our holy reſolutions: and on its tendency, by the af- 


fecting and ſolemn circumſtances of its adminiſtra- 
tion, to fill the heart with ſorrow for our iniquities, 
and to inforce upon our conſciences by additional mo- 
tives a converſation becoming the goſpel. Only attend 
to this, and what can be more expedient and rational 
| than to annex the forgiveneſs of fins to a rite, which 
at once expreſſes and eſtabliſhes thoſe diſpoſitions, 
without which God can not, in conſiſtency with his 
perfections, forgive us, and which in themſelves and 
eſpecially upon the plan of the goſpel give us a claim 
to his pardoning mercy? If any external rite performed 


* See Foote's practical diſcourſe coneerning Baptiſm, P. xi, 
D | "om 
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with ſeriouſneſs and deliberation and from choice is 
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highly proper to excite and improve the aſſections and 0 
purpoſes of virtuous penitents ; ; to enforce the obſer- 2 
vance of this rite, by annexing ſome peculiar priviledge 6 
and benefit to it in conjunction with faith and repent- 8 
ance muſt be likewiſe expedient. And what benefit ſo 8 
ſuited to the occaſion, as the pardon of ſin? For thus P t 
by making, it the means of our pardon ; it more ſtrong- . 4 
1 promotes its influence as the means of our reforma- 2 p 
tion and virtue. It conduces mightily to bring us to © 
a point in religion, and to cure that dilatory conduct, 5 4 
that liſtleſſneſs and indifference, in which mankind are | © 
ſo apt to ſatisfy, themſelves, without bringing home to 1 
their hearts the great truths of the goſpel, and duly ? _ 
reflecting upon their intereſt in them.—This appoint- ; fo 
ment exhibits a moſt animating and encouraging view a1 
of the mercy and placability of God, and thereby thi 
tends to raiſe the workings of virtuous remorſe in our « 
boſoms, to engage and to enliven the good purpoſe, to W 
ſupport the mind and to invigorate the holy reſolu- fa 
tions.—lt holds forth in a lively manner the charac- dat 


ter of Jeſus Chriſt and. the wiſdom of the evangelical | a 
plan ; ſince that action, by which, with choice and de- 
liberation, we ſeriouſly and explicitly profeſs our ac- 0 
ceptance of the goſpel and our fincere faith in Chriſt, 


15 made the means of enjoying our pardon,; and with ay 
the utmoſt propriety, as this c of diſpenſing the 45 
forgiveneſs of ſins which are paſt, fixes our con- 4 
b templation and thoughts on Jeſus Chriſt as our propi- pre 
tiation, and on the goſpel as the religion of inners, mu; 
and ſo correſponds to both: and thus it is ſuited IP 
to preſerve that grand idea of the Chriſtian Re- ble 
ligion, as a gracious ſcheme, flowing from the eſ⸗ our 


ſential mercy-of God, and formed by his wiſdom, for 
the recovery of mankind. —And ſince ſincere faith and PR 
unfeigned repentance are abſolutely neceſſary to ren- 


F 


der our baptiſmal profeſſion of any value in the fight 


of God, this appointment cannot be juſtly conſidered, 
as in the leaſt degree leſſening the obligations of reli- 


gion and virtue; or as countenancing a ſuperſtitious re- 


gard to ceremonies, in oppoſition to,, or ſeparate from 


the great and 1 important matters of the law and goſpel. 


—Eſpecially when it is further attended to, that this 


forgiveneſs relates only to the fins avþich are paſt : and 


thoſe works which our faith and repentance produce, 


will be the rule of finally determining our everlaſting 
ſtate at the bar of God. 


1 bande conclede this ee , 
what unſpeakable” conſolation! and peace the due per- 
formance of this rite of Baptiſm will yield t to thoſe who 


are defirous to ſecure, and are ſenſible of the value of 


the great priviledge, and the gracious blefſing annexed 
to it! Forgiveneſs of fins,! What enlivening 2 accents ! 


What an animating ſound! To be introduced into a 


ſtate of favour and friendſhip with God, happy fate ! 
defirable portion! or Bleſſed are they whoſe iniquities 


KK are forgiven : : and whoſe fins are covered! Bleſſed 
| © is the man to whom the Lord will not impute ſin!” 
| To be able to fix upon one certain and determinate 


period in our life, at which we may conſider ourſelves 


| as having, by t the declarations of God's word, received 


the forgiveneſs of our paſt and forſaken ſins; at the 
dreſent inſtance, and in any future recollection, how 
muſt it rejoice and gladden the heart! Reconcilia- 
tion and acceptance with God are the moſt valua- 
ble bleſſings! To date with good reaſon our right and 


our intereſt in theſe bleſſings from any particular time, 


muſt it not, does tt not open the ſources of joy, and 


pour into the boſom the delightful feelings of reſt, ſa- 


tisfaction and peace :— Repent then and be baptized 
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Ls 28 Þ 
every one of. you in the name of Chriſt Jeſus for the re- 
miſſion of ſins. This leads me to open. 


n DNL. 
The obligations to Chriſtian Bajbifm, 


HE obligations we lie under to obey this inſtitu- 
14 tion of our religion, and the conſiderations, 
| which enforce a ſubmiſſion to it. And it comes recom- 
e to our gg and regard ; as, 


3 8 EO TION Lt: 


f rſt, It is expleſuly required of us, t that 1 we e ſhould be 
baptized i in the name of; Jeſus Chriſt : and the inſtitu- 
tion of this rite was attended with ſome circumſtances, 
peculiarly authoritative and binding. You know that it 
was the laſt command, which our Lord iſſued out, 
whilſt he reſided on earth for the direction of his 
apoſtles in their future miniſtry, that they ſhould go 
and teach all ations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father of the Son and vf the Holy Ghoſt. You know, 
that the apoſtles in their different miniſtrations infiſted 
upon a ſubmiſſion to this ordinance as the duty and the 
priviledge of all; who were converted to the Chriſtian 
Faith. You are not unacquainted with the various in- 
ances of their Tegard to the order of their riſen Lord. 
You cannot be ignorant of the practice of the apoſtles; 
even with reſpe& to thoſe that were, previoully to their 
converſion, eminent for their moral endowments, and 
who immediately upon it were diſtinguiſhed with the 
miraculous gifts of the Spirit; circumſtances, which, 
if any thing could, one might be apt to ſuppoſe; would 
ſupercede and excuſe a ſubmiſſion to it. This was the 
caſe of Cornelius and his bouſhold. And can you 
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his command by founding it on the moſt ſolid and in- 


| of. the rite, we cannot but conclude its: perpetuity z ; can. 
? our ſubmiſſion to it be a mere matter of chice, in any 

| other ſenſe than as every duty of a rational ereature is» 
| fo ? Our Lord has plainly determined the matter by his 
| facred authority, leaving this ordinanee in charge to all- 


ſuited for this purpoſe in the fr ages of Chriſtianity ” 
Is not Baptiſm, in its original defign and its praRticak: 


29 ] 


overlook thoſe particular circumſtances attending the 
original inſtitution, which give it great weight and 
force? Our Lord directed his apoſtles to baptize all 
converts to his faith at a time, when he had received the 
moſt illuſtrious confirmation of the truth of his miſſion, 
by his reſurrection from the dead. Nay, he introduces 


diſputable grounde, grounds ſufficient both to juſtify his 
appointment of it and to claim our obedience, by 
aſſerting his univerſal authority, and by opening the 
nature of his grand and important character, as having 
all power given him in heaven and earth. Fhus ex- 
alted and inveſted with univerſal dominion, our Lord 
appointed his ordinance of Baptiſm. And does not 
every circumſtance of the inſtitution, not only ſtrongly- 
intimate, but clearly prove the perpetual obligation of 
this command? Is it not ſtill a duty, which we owe to 
mankind and our maſter, to teach, or by inſtruction to- 
diſciple all nations? Is it not ſtill a duty to- confeſs 
Chriſt with reverence, fincetity, and affection before 
men? What then forbids that anner of acknowledg- 
ing Chriſt, and that ark of diſcipleſhip i in the preſent 
times, Which was ſo expreſsly commanded and ſo well 


uſes, equally expedient and ufeful now, as it was then? 
And what 18 there in the inſtitution, that limits and 
reſtrains the rite to the fitſt converts ? If, upon attend- 


ing to the nature, the deſign, and the moral inffuence 


his followers.” "He has not limited, or reſtrained it; 
and upon” what grounds can we do it? It extends to all, 
„„ who 
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who are ſo informed of the nature and reaſons of his 
claims, as to engage them on conviction to become 
his diſciples.—It is a command enacted in a manner, 
that impreſſes it with peculiar ſolemnity and weight. 
It was delivered by our Lord, when he had received the 
fulleſt demonſtration of his divine and illuſtrious cha- 
racter, as the Son of God; delivered by him, as the 


Lord of all. Should not theſe circumſtances both con- 


vince our minds of the propriety and reaſonableneſs of 
this inſtitution, and engage our obedience to it? Me- 
thinks, the name of the riſen Saviour and the exalted 


Son of God ſhould carry along with it an authority too 


great to be neglected, or trifled with! Methinks, his 
name ſhould he too forcible and conſtraining to be with- 
ſtood, when we reflect that in this exalted character he 
acts for the benefit of his church; and that his com- 


mands are not the oſtentatious diſplays of power, but 


the injunctions of wiſdom and goodneſs? The Saviour 
and the Prince are characters, that at once win upon the 


affections, and gain. the ſubmiſſion of the heart! And 


how, can we reconcile a diſobedience to this command, 
with that, reverence and love, which are due, and 
which, in other inſtances, we profes to pay, to his au- 
We and grace? 


Tondrencs one ſtep further in this argument: let it be 
obſerved, that they who witkſtand the injunctions of 
Chriſt, deſpiſe not man, but God. — And how can we 
reconcile a neglect of the command, by which we 
ſhould teſtify our acknowledgement of his divine cha- 
racter, with the real belief of his heavenly Miſſion ? If 
he is the Son of God; if he has required it of us, by 
being baptized into his name, to confeſs that he ſuſtains 
this great character; and if we continue in the omiſſion 
of this uſeful rite, what ſeems. to be the plain and na- 
tural conſequence ; but, that either Were ppt fagiehed 
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11 
of the truth of his claims, or that we can allow our- 
ſelves to trifle with his plain and expreſs command ?— 
But. to repeat the ſentiment again, do we conſider, that 
in this caſe we deſpiſe not man, but God ?—whoſe Son 
and Prophet is Jeſus, and from whom our Lord hath 
received all his authority ? If we could not trace out 
the wiſdom, and propriety of this injunction in any 
other reſpect, than as a _ teſtimony of our obedience to 
God, certainly in this. view it claims our regard and 
ſubmiſſion. Permit me to propoſe a few plain queſtions, 
by which we may with clearneſs and certainty deter- 
mine the point, and form a proper judgement of our 
conduct. Is not the great God our wiſe and gracious 
governor, whoſe power, wiſdom, and goodneſs claim 
our unlimited obedience? Can we, without guilt, trifle 
with, deſpiſe, or neglect any laws which are ſtamped 
with his authority? Do not matters in different in them- 
ſelves ceaſe to be ſo, do they not become ſacred. and 
binding, when injoined by him ? If we believe then, 
that Chriſt has enacted any rite in the name of God, 
and inveſted. with his ſupreme authority, how can we 
teconcile a,negle& of it with any principles of piety, 
or of reaſon? Judge then, whether, whilſt you believe 
that the commands of Chriſt are ſupported by the au- 
thority of God, your diſobedience can be juſtified? 
Judge, whether, in violating ſuch obligations to any 
poſitive law, you do not in that inſtance ac inconſiſtent 
with your profeſſion, and in oppoſition to the dictates of 
reaſon and of natural religion ? To proceed, 


SECTION II. 


eee Our Lord's example younetally, recom- 
mends and enforces our obedience to this inſtitution» 
That part. of our Lord's conduct, I refer to, is: re- 
corded, Matt. iii. 13. &c. | Then cameth Jæſus from Ga- 


Ferbad 


| L 32 ] 

forbad him, ſa oying, have need to be baptized” of thee, 
and comeft thou to me? And Feſus anſwering Said unto 
him, ſuffer it to be ſo now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil 


he wwas baptized, went up ftraitway out of the water : 
and lo] a voice from heaven ſaying, this is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am avell pleaſed. —This hiſtory of our 
Lord's ſubmiſſion to the Baptiſm of John ſupplies us 
with a variety of obſervations, by which to illuſtrate the 
reaſonableneſs of obeying the law of the ſame kind 
under the Chriſtian diſpenſation. Can it be ſuppoſed, 
that it is not without a particular meaning and em- 
phaſis, that the evangelical hiſtorian has informed us 
of Chriſt's journey from Galilee to Jordan to be bap- 
tized of John ? Does not this circumſtance evince the 
fervöf of our Lord's devotion and his active seal in 
obeying every fignification of the divine will? «© This 
journey (as a fenfible writer obſerves) might and 
4 would have been ſpared, if the Son of God had not 
4 refolved to ſhow the greateſt reſpect to the command 
4% of His heavenly Father in the commiſſion given to 


6 baptized of John, it might eaſily. have been ſo or- 
4 dered that John, who ſhortly after this baptized in 
« -Enon near to Salim, and in other parts near to Ga- 
. «« Hlee, ſhould go into Galilee and be directed to find 
ee Out [Jeſus there, by che ſame ſpirit, which afterwards 
„ affared him 'this was the perſon, When Jeſus of his 
«« own accord came unto him. 'But'the'meek and*low- 
iT b. Jeſus, ws yet a private perſon, and not having 
« begun his min ſtry, nor taken upon him his publick 
40 — though he knew his own ſuperior dignity, 
« yet ated conſiſtently with himſelf, and gave an in- 
« ſtance of that piety and reverence toward God, 
« which ſhined forth in all the other parts of his life, 
« by * the * of a journey on purpoſe 
: « to 
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John to baptize. Inſtead of Jeſus's travelling to be 
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34 Þ 
« to do the greater honour to a divine inſtitution.” ® 
And what do we learn from hence: but to pay the 
higheſt reſpe& to every known declaration of the divine 
will, the folly of thoſe pleas for neglecting any of the 
divine commands, which men are ſo apt to draw from 
their convenience and eaſe, and to regard the laws of 
God though at the expence of ſome difficulty and 
trouble? We are further told that John, conſcious of 
the inferiority of his own, and the diſtinguiſhing and 
ſuperior excellency of our Lord's character, with hu- 
mility declined to perform the office of Baptiſm. But 
how does our Lord treat his modeſt apology ? It does 
not alter his deſign, Jeſus anſwering ſaid unto him, 
2 Her it to be ſo now ; for thus it becomes us to fulfil all 
righteoufazſs, —Our Lord was not eaſily diverted from 
his pious purpoſe, having, upon rational grounds, 
formed the deſign of ſubmitting to the Baptiſm of 
John ; but ſteadily perſevered in it—When we have 
ſuch an example hefore us, can we juſtify to our own 
hearts a neglect of the divine law, in any inſtance of a 
poſitive nature, by pleading the ſuperiority of our at- 
tainments in wiſdom and goodneſs, ſo as to be raiſed 
above the help and aſſiſtance our knowledge, or our 
purpoſes might receive from an external rite ? or in 
ſober, reaſon, can any apology of this nature be deem- 
ed ſufficient, until we can make a claim to degrees of 
wiſdom and goodneſs ſurpaſſing thoſe the Son of God 
poſleſſed ? Nay, if it were poſſible to excel the Son of 
God in theſe attainments, it would nor annul our obli- 
gations to obey a poſitive command of God : the prin- 
ciple, , by which our Lord defended his own practice, 
being uncontrovertible, immutable and univerſal. For 
it eme men it becomes angels, that exalted rank of 


* Sce. WN two. op POW on poſitive inſtitutions, p. *; 3. 
And defence, p. 19. &c. 


beings ; 
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beings; it became the Son Us Cod; and if any ſpirits 
ſuperior to Him could exiſt, it Woti become them,. as 
the creatures and the ſubjects of the Father of all 
ſpirits, 0 fulſil all righteouſneſs, Obedience to rituals 
fupported by clear marks of the divine authority, is 
incumbent on the moſt elevated beings to complete 
their moral character: it is neceſſary to maintain a be- 
| coming reſpect to the authority of God; neceſſary, as 
an example, to inſtruct and inffuence others; and high- 
Iy neceſſary to preſerve the divine laws from. contempt 
and flight, in any one inſtance, which by too eaſy a 


reaſoning. was ſolid enough i in the Judgement. of the 


texmine hin to pay this regard, even to a ritual inſtitu- 
tion; with, how much greater force does it bind 4? 
If Jeſus Chrift, though ſurpaffi ing men and angels in 
his original perks Aions and lory, though he was that 


Wem dwelt all the fulneſs of the Godhead ; though he 
was. ſent into our world apon the moſt illuſtrious errand, 
and' to ſuſtain the moſt exalted character, that of the 
Saviour, Lord, and Judge of the human race ; though 
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ane) aud en our Lora ouch it $5 on 
kim. to acknowledge the Miſſion, and to pay that in- 
ſtance of homage and' reſpect to the office of John, and 
the inſtitution of God; by what plea can wwe, who 
are fo greatly beneath the Son of God, and who are 
infinitely indebted to his friendſhip and the fruits of 
his heavenly miſſion, by what apology can eve excuſe 10 
ourſelves (not to ſay to God) our neglect to give that de- 
Eberate, voluntary, and explicit proof of. our 7 2 
an 


tranſition would deyolve on all the reſt. And if this 


wiſdom of God (for it is implied! in his words) to de- 


divine perſon, Who was in the form of God, and in 


John. was bers his fore up ner. and Herald, and Was 2 


an 


1 


and homage to bis character and office, REES is ſo 
oO ! of us? | 


This bange further. joltißes us, in remarking the pe- 
ilar acceptableneſs of ſuch acts of religious obedience 
to the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
When our Lord came up out of the water, the heavens 
evere opened, the ſpirit of God deſcended upon him, and a 
voice from heaven awas heard, proclaiming him the be- 
* loved don of God, in avhom he was well pleaſed ! Signal 
t teitimonials theſe to the character and office of Jeſus 
2 WF Chriſt! And this witneſs from heaven was afforded at 
s I fucha ſeaſon: without laying an undue ſtreſs upon this 
e | circumſtance, what can be concluded from it, but 
- I that this ſeaſon," not only on other accounts, but as it 


- gave a particular proof of our maſter's reſpect to the 
divine appointment and to the meſſenger of God, 
n and was therefore expreſſive of that ſtrong ſenſe of the 
t divine and moral obligations which poſſeſſed his boſom, 
n | was choſen to teſtify the acceptableneſs of his piety; 
e do reflect, by the peculiar and glorions manifeſtations of 
, the divine approbation, diſtinguiſhing honour and 
e luſtre upon the moral and religious character of our 


h Lord; and to evince, that the Father Almighty be- 
a holds with! pleaſure and delight ſuch inſtances of devout 


Or obedience to his inſtitutions? On the whole, judge, 
2 whether this hiſtory of our Lord's conduct does not a- 
N bound with inſtructions on the head of poſitive inſti- | 
hs tations ? Jadge whether it does not ſuggeſt a variety of 
it hints to 41/uſtrate the fitneſs, - expediency and reaſon- 
10 If ableneſs of obedience to ritual laws, and to anſwer 
re all that our eaſe, or intereſt, or ſuperior attainments in 
of piety and virtue can plead againſt it? Here behold our 
0 divine maſter exhibiting a pattern of reſpect and ho- 
id ncur to a ritual appointment ſuited, by the circum- 
el ſtances of it, to imprint on the mind a ſtrong fenſe of 


[ 36 J 
the divine authority in theſe inſtances and to excite 
the ardour of a diligent and active piety! Can we diſ- 
pute the principles of our Lord's conduct, or evade the 
force of his example? What remains then: _ that 
we 80 and do likewiſe ? To proceeds 


44  __—— 


SECTION III. 


Thirdiy, The pleaſure our obedience to this tity. 
tion will afford, ſhould invite, and the advantages 
that will ariſe from it ſhould engage our ready and 
chearful ſubmiſſion. —Baptiſm is powerfully enforced 
by the command of God, and ſtrongly recommended 
by the example of Chriſt ; but its obligations are more 
intereſting and engaging, as our own improvement and 
ſatisfaction reſult from it. Who can ſeriouſly, and 
with judgement, ſubmit to this law; without feeling 
his faith confirmed, his hope mm and his reſolu- 
tions ſtrengthened ? How favourable to our holy pur- 
poſes and how highly beneficial, that ſolemn pauſe it 
produces in life! Your enquiries into the character of 
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review of your conduct, tae workings of virtuous re- 
morſe, and the fervent addreſſes of an humble, peni- 
tent and grateful heart, theſe previous circumſtances 
will fix in the mind the beſt and moſt uſeful ſentiments 
of piety and virtue, and will give ſtrength and eſta- 
bliſhment to every grace. Baptiſm contributes tò make 
us rational, judicious, firm, holy, benevolent and con- 
ſiſtent Chriſtians. Is not this a character worthy of 
our eſteem, deſire, and purſuit? And what. can more 
firongly evince the advantiges of this ordinance, than 
its zendency to form a character ſo amiable, perfect and 
noble? And the more inexcuſable will be our neglect, 
if, when intereſt conſpires with gratitude towards God 
and the Redeemer, we are not perſuaded to ariſe and be 
baptized, calling on the name of the Lord! If it is 


any 


2 


Chriſt, and the evidences of his heavenly miſſion, your 


FTT 


nuous repentance; if any benefit ariſes from binding 


mean of enlarging our hearts and ſweetning our tem- 


from our being attached to the ſele authority of Jeſus 


Chriſt has deſigned for us? Need T mention, that the 


9) 
any advantage to have our faith built on rational and 


ſolid principles; if it is any advantage to have our pro- 
feſſion explicit, ſerious and ſolemn; if any profit can 


de derived from a deliberate act of ſincere and inge- 


ourſelves in a publick and devout manner to die un- 
to ſin, to walk in ne wneſs of life, and to adorn the 
Chriſtian profeſſion 3 if it is any advantage to uſe ey ery 


per with love and good will; and if any good reſults 


Chriſt by ſtrong excluſive ties; if theſe ady antages can 
be more effectually attained by the ſerious and ii 
uſe of Chriſtian Baptiſm; and if they do ariſe from it, 
both in the nature of things aud in the tendency of the 
rite, why ſhould we caſt from us the benefits which 


great advantages and the moral benefits af this rite will 
be renewed by the remembrance of the important ſcene. 
At every recolle&ion the penitent heart will bleed 
again; and again will the rich conſolations of the 
goſpel pour into it their healing balm; ; our good reſo- 
lutions will be reviewed, and will again ſtrengthen and 
exalt our faith: the glori ious hope of being confeſſed 
by Chriſt will again animate our obedience : the ſtrong 
ties of Baptiſm will again bind our ſouls with freſh 
force, and with ſtronger vigor will engage our conſtant 
adherence and more perfect conformity to the goſpel, 
Methinks the Chriſtian, who really believes the goſpel, 
reveres his Saviour, and deſires his own improvement in 
what will purify and exalt his nature, cannot ſlight 
and will not delay obedience to that, which is not only 
his duty, but his priviledge ; ; and which he cannot neg- 
ject without incurring the charge of diſobedience to his 
maſter, and of indifference and inattention to his own 
true : Denelt. But, beſides depriving himſelf by his 

E - omiſſion 
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emiſſion of the mon! advantages ariſing from this duty: 

He will likewiſe loſe the pleaſure and Satisfaction, an 
\ obedience to this ordinance will yield. For pleaſure it 
certainly will yield, to reflect that we have done our 
duty; that we have fulfilled all righteouſneſs ; have 
teſtified our reſpe to the character, and our homage 
to the authority of Chriſt; have put in our humble 
claims for the remiſſion of "ul and have bound our- 
ſelves by the moſt forcible ties to a conduct rational, de- 
lightful, and uſeful. Pleaſure it certainly will yield, to 
conſider ourſelves as by Baptiſm connected with the 
houſhold of faith, and a member of the univerſal com- 
munity of good Chriſtians; that we have put ourſelves 
under the guidance and protection of him, who is the 
wiſdom and the power of God; and that we are, by 
our own ſerious and deliberate ole and profeſſion, 
the friends of the moſt worthy perſon, that ever adorned 
Humanity by his great and good life, and the diſciples of 
4s the firſt born of every creature! A pleaſure certainly 
it will yield to think, that we have ſought the honour | 

and happineſs of ſo glorious a relation by the rite he 
Has appointed, and in the manner which he has re- 
commended by his own example A divine and rational 
pleaſure, an uſeful gratification certainly it will afford, 
thus to refle& upon the important and intereſting ſcenes 
and bleſſings, which our Chriſtian Baptiſm holds to the 
view of every penitent believer. Who, in one of the 
moſt ſerious and ſolemn moments of his life can behold, 
with a temper ſuited to receive the correſpondent im- 
preſſions, who can then behold the lively memorials and 
Tubmit to a rite which is the affecting monument of a 
riſen Saviour, a reconciled and propitious God, a full 
pardon of paſt ſins, and the applauſe of the deſcending 
judge, without the emotions of joy and triumph ?— 
And who can afteravards review this act of humble and 
grateful oheGence without feeling, new ſenſations of de- 


light! 
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hight? Who can trace the influence of it in his fu- 
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tare temper and conduct without approving, without. 
rejoicing in what he has done? I truſt the happy ex- 

rience of many before whom I now ſpeak, can 
teſtify theſe are not the pleaſing dreams of a warm ima- 
gination: but the ſolid joys of reaſon and the pure 
atisfactions of an enlightened conſcience and an obe- 
dient heart! Come then, and ſhare in theſe rich enter- 
tainments of the goſpel! Diſmiſs your fears! Reject 
your doubts: thus profeſs your faith in Chriſt ; thus 
take his yoke upon you: it will give you reſt, it will 
inſpire the heart with comfort and peace! Be no longer, 


firs ! indifferent to your own improvement and fatis- 


faction! your edification and your joy ſhould carry in- 

ducements ſufficient, in the mention of them, to engage 

your obedience and excite your purſuit ! Far be it then 

from the deſign of your hearts any longer to wrong your 

own ſouls, as well as to affront the authority and good- 
neſs of your Lord ! Once more, 

| | SECTION IV. 

Fourthly and laſtly, The Honour of our maſter ane 
the /ucce/s of his religion in the world ſhould be a pre- 
railing, as it is a ſtrong inducement, to the obſervation 

of this rite. Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper are the 
ſtanding memorials of thoſe intereſting and important 
facts, on which the Chriſtian Faith is founded. Their 
firſt uſe and introduction evince the reality and truth of 
thoſe facts; as much as national, and publick feſtivals. 
of commemoration aſcertain the reality of the events,, 
the memory of which they are intended to preſerve :: 


and the continued obſervation. of them affords through: 


ſucceeding, a conſtant monument of the faith and hope 
of preceeding generations : and fo they maintain alive: 
a ſenſe and memory of thoſe hiſtorical facts, from which 


we may conclude the divine origin of our religion. In: 


E 2 1 this 
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this light, an obſervance of them is a point of public 

mom: ent, a point in which the truth and credibility of 
the goſpel are concerned. And if we are convinced 
that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God, is it not our duty, 

is it not the duty of each for himſelf as well as of 
others, to join in receiving and obeying theſe perpetual 
teſtimonies to the truth of the goſpel and the credibility 
of our faith? To flight and neglect theſe rites carries 
too much the appearance of a virtual denial of the facts 
they commemorate; and it is to do our part towards 
eraſing their memory out of the minds of men, and 
towards deſtroying the monuments of them in tte 
world. Though. thanks be to God! His faith will 
maintain it's ground, notwithſtanding the weakneſs of 
cur eflorts to ſupport it ! His goſpel will exift and pre- 
vail, notwithſtanding that we forbear to afford our teſti- 
mony to it's truth! Vet the conſequence of this neg- 
ligence and my will reſt on our own heads! 
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Thus to ſlight the inſtitutions of Chriſt betrays in 
ſome degree an indifference and inattention to the ſuc- 
ceſs and influence of the grſpel ; it is by our own ex- 
ample to diſcountenance the regard and reverence, that 
others may be diſpoſed to expreſs for his appointments; 
it gives a ſanction to the conduct of an ungrateful gene- 
ration, who negle& the diſtinguiſhing badge of their 
' profeſſion and the gracious memorial of their dying 
Lord ; and, if the evil influence of our example reach 
no further, it will particularly affect our children, do- 
meſticks, and e dependents; ; it will reconcile 


* 


n 
— — 


them to the omiſſion of a duty, which they would be 
otherwiſe zealous to diſcharge: and through them the 
influence of it will deſcend down to ſucceeding gene- 
Tations. To this ſubjoin the charge of the inconſiſten- 
ey it brings upon ourſelves, that whilft we are known 


to believe the divine authority and original of : this rite, 
we 


{ own ready ſubmiſſion ſhame others, if. poſſible,. out of 
their neglect. Vou ſhould, by going before: in this; 


dial acceptance of the goſpel, and who ſhall firſt enlif&- 
| themſelves under the great captain of. their. ſalvation >: 


* 


1 
we are - found” to continue in a practical negled of itt” 
Andi in what light muſt this behaviour be conſidered by 
others, who acquainted with our inward ſentiments 
and obſerving our outward: conduct behold the contra- 
riety and oppoſition between them; a contrariety. and: 
oppoſition, that certainly, reflect no honour upon our- 
ſelves, or our maſter? Now, is it a ſlight matter thus to- 
trifle with the credit and: honour of our Lord and his 
religion? Does ſuch a careleſſneſs and indifference. 
about the ſucceſs of the goſpel; the reception of Chriſt's. 
inſtitutions,. and the. influence of his laws comport 
with our: reverence: for our Lord and our truſt in: his: 
mercy ?: And what will others think, when they ſee 
how eaſily the diſciples of Chriſt! diſpenſe with his- laws: 
and ſatisfy their minds in the neglect of them? Surely: 
the reverſe of this ſhould be your conduct. You ſhould: 
generouſly bear your teſtimony to the credibility of the: 
goſpel, and the truth of. your faith: you ſhould,. by, 
your ſerious and ſolemn obedience, at once preſerve the: 
memorials of the important facts of the Chriſtian Reli 
gion; and excite a reverence and regard in others for- 
the inſtitutions of your maſter, You ſhould. by your 


part of your Chriſtian: duty, animate their. zeal: and! 
do ſomething towards diffuſing: a general emulation, 
who ſhall moſt readily and chearfully. teſtify their cor-- 


you ſhould; by thus truly and deliberately laying your-- 
ſelves under the moſt ſolemn and explicit ties to ſerve- 
God according to the goſpel of his Son, confirm and: 
eſtabliſſi your faith and virtue; that you may be the: 
more capable of, and the more diligent to adorn: your- 
Chriſtian profeſſion, and to promote ite glory off God! 
and. the good of W in yous. ſeveral: ſplleres l 
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7 heſe things ſhould you do. This is the way to honour 
the Redeemer, and to advance the ſucceſs and influence 
of his religion in the world. Unleſs you think, you 
can more effeQually ſubſerve his intereſt hy ncglecting 
his appointments, and your own improvement ; and by 


teaching others with the power of your example to do 
ſo likewiſe. 


Let me then intreat and perſuade you by the authority 
of your great Lord, by the example of your Maſter and 
Saviour, by your own improvement and pleaſure, and 
by the intereſt and honour of the Redeemer not to 
neglect an inſtitution ſo eaſy, rational, and uſeful, 


8 J am very ſenſible the 8 on which I have been 


that it is one of the leſs weighty and important points 
of the law and the goſpel. But then the principles, 
which inforce an obedience to it are of an eſſential and 
eternal obligation.— And after we are convinced, that 
it is appointed by God, and ſubſerves the beſt purpoſes 
of a religious and moral, of a perſonal and a publick 
nature, it is, I think, as clearly and ſtrongly binding 
as any of the weightier matters of the Law. Chriſtians 
Cannot be ignorant of, or at a loſs to determine about 
the reaſonableneſs and excellency of our Lord's deciſive 
judgment on a point of this nature, When reproving 
the Phariſees for their ſcrupulous and ſuperſtitious re- 
gard to rituals of the Moſaick law, whilſt they neg- 
lected the great obligations of mercy and faith, of 
juſtice and the love of God; he ſays, theſe laſt they 
ought to have done, and not to have left the other un- 
done. A rule this, which is univerſally deciſive : and 
which encourages me to believe, that I, have not laid 
” yr: Heels: on this e or _—_— the 
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pleading is only of a ritual and a poſitive nature: and 


arguments in a e light than they will ia 
Would to God! that what has been ſaid, may 


themſelves the de of the Chriſtian profeſſion con- 


negle& that compliance with this rite, to which it's di- 


eiple) binds us? A negleR and ** which in ſerious 
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bear. 


awaken a ſenſe of duty in our minds ! May the number 
of thoſe who will ſeriouſly and ſolemnly take upon 


tinually increaſe! And hit above all things let us 
pray, that zbeir converſation who have by Baptiſm. put 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be ſuch as becometh 
the goſpel. May they who thus bind themſelves to the 
Lord be more eminent and exemplary in the practice of 

every Chriſtian, divine, and ſocial virtue! That at 
length the great Lord and Judge may confeſs them as his 
ſincere diſciples before his Father, the heavenly hoſt, and 
the whole aſſembled world. Amen. 


SHA. W. 
T he Pleas for neglecting Baptiſm obviated. 


F we conſider what motives ought to determine the 
1 conduct of reaſonable creatures defirous of im- 
proving in religious virtue, or to what arguments 
Chriſtians ought to ſubmit their Opinions and practice, 
it cannot remain a queſtion, whether it becomes ſuch to 
delay their obedience to a rite reaſonable and uſeful in 
icſelf, and enjoined by that divine perſon, to whom we 
-owe every expreſſion of eſteem, gratitude and love. And 
yet how common 1s it for thoſe who acknowledge the 
divine authority of Baptiſm to poſtpone, . or entire to 


vine authority, (I will not ſcruple to ſay on every prin- 


5 and 


1 44 1 


more the moral improvement and advantage of the 


and that hey ſtood in greater need of a memorial of 


uſed, it muſt ſill. retain the ſame meaning, and be con- 
ducive to the ſame good purpoſes. But not to dwell 
on this plea, as I addreſs myſelf to thoſe. who own 
thee perpetuity of this inſtitution and who cannot: deny 
the obligations to obey it; which ariſe from the com- 


improvement and ſatisfaction, from a concern for: the 
Honour. of our. Lord, and the ſucceſs of his religion in 
the world: I ſhall. therefore inſiſt on thoſe excuſes, 
which. are more generally alledged to juſtify the conti- 
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would with a modeſt freedom aſk, auby tarrieſt thou? 


plain, and the obligations are fo forcible? Do you con- 
fider,. what are your pleas ?* Can any plea, or any ob- 


2 
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it? It ſtands in: the Bible, as the law of the Son of 
God, whoſe claims to our obedience are moſt ſtrong 
and engaging. Why then do we not haſten to perform 
every act which may expreſs our reverence for his autho- 
rity, and our ſenſe of his love? Surely we are not. 
1 to own him, for our Lord and maſter, becauſe 
the 


andi ſober truth, can be excuſed by no other plea, "EY a 
full conviction that the law of Baptiſm does not ob- 


ligate zs. who are deſcended from Chriſtian parents; 
| Which is to ſuppoſe that our divine maſter conſulted. 


firſt Chriſtians,. than ours in the inſtitution of this rite; 
his burial and reſurrection, than we. of later ages who. 
are farther removed from the time in which this fact 


happened ; and that a.rite in it's own. nature highly ſig- 
nificant and uſeful then, . ceaſes to be ſo now? when if 


mand and example of our. make; from our own benefit, 


nued neglect of this rite, and of a rational and be- 


- And adopting the words of Ananias to Saul, I 


Why do you hefitate in a point, in which the law is ſo 


jection annul the law of Baptiſm, or our obligations to 
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it as a matter of indifference, becauſe not abjolutely ne 


and judge ? 
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the rite, by which we are to acknowledge him is ſo 
generally neglected · and lighted. Or do we conſicer 


ceſſary to our ſalvation; and therefore a point, which. 
we are at liberty to obſerve and neglect, as we may 
find moſt ſuitable to our taſte, or imagine moſt agree 
able to our circumſtances? Certainly we are not ſo im- 
merſed in the pleaſures and engaged in the concerns of. 
life, as to find no time for that confideration and repent- 
ance, for forming thoſe virtuous reſolutions and efta-- 
bliſhing thoſe good habits, which ſhould attend and. 
follow this. rite ? Or does „ of our unwor- 
thineſs and demerit, and a timid apprehenſion of finally. 
falling away, and diſgracing a: profelli en ſo ſolemnly, 
ſeriouſly, and voluntarily made deter us from our 
duty? With which of theſe pleas do we ſati:fy ourſelves? 
Or which of them ſhould we chooſe to offer to our maſter 


SECTION I. Z 


In the firſt place, Are we aſhamed. to own Chriſt for 
our Lord and maſter by the rite of Baptiſm? Do we 
make this paſſion, which is deſigned to reſtrain us from 
ſin and ought to have this effect, an impediment in 
the way of our duty? If we attend to the nature and 
grounds of this influence of ſhame, it will convince us 
how weak and unreaſonable it is. For are you called 
to practiſe any thing, that can ju/tly and properly expoſe 
to the. contempt and ſcorn of men? It is true; Bap- 
tiſm is a rite, a ceremony, an external form of ex- 
preſſing the ſentiments of our minds: but is it on this 
account a reaſonable matter of contempt? Are not 
rites, ceremonies. and external forms ſupported by the 
uſage and cuſtom of all nations and communities? Has 
it not been the conſtant and univerſal practice of every 
civil ſociety to receive new members by ſome particular 
ite: 
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nite Does not ſome form neceſſarily attend the grant 
of every dignity amongſt men? Have not all honourary 
diſtinctions their peculiar badges! How many ceremo- 
nies have been eſtabliſhed in all ages to ſupport the au- 
thority of, and to give luſtre and ſtate to Majeſty itſelf? 
Indeed the expediency and uſe of ſome rite or other in 
all civit and political inftitutions, ſeems founded in 
human nature. And ſhall we exclude all rites and. 
baniſh all ceremonies from religion? Orif a divine au- 
thority has enjoined them, ſhall we be aſhamed to con- 
form to them; when we are eager to wear every exter- 


nal badge of honour, and ready to ſubmit to any rite 


to which Human authority and wiſdom have afforded 
their ſanction in civil life? If Baptiſm, becauſe a rie, 
cannot be conſidered as juſtly expoſing us to ſcorn :_ Is 


it a rite of ſuch a nature and tendency, that we cannot 


ſubmit to it without inward confuſion and the riſing 
bluſh? We cannot be aſhamed of its eg for it 

denotes the moſt fit and becoming affections and ſenti- 
ments, thoſe of repentance towards God and of faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt. There is nothing ridiculous, or abſurd 
in waſhing the body in water. And can the authority 
of God and his Son enjoining it, becauſe in certain 
circumſtances and performed with certain views it is 
a divine rite, can this convert it into a fooliſh action: 
The qualifications for Baptiſm and the ties by which 
it binds' us are ſuch, as in no degree contradi& the 
foundeſt principles of reaſon. Indeed, the only reaſon 
we can alledge for our ſhame muſt be this: that it 
wants the ſanction of the generality and the great. 


By this the beſt cauſe frequently ſuffers. To this it 


is owing that the cauſe of liberty daily loſes its ſup- 


port among the Proteſtant Diſſenters in general: when 
the wealthy, when perſons of diſtinguiſhed rank and 
who make a figure in the polite world, when ſuch. 
forſake any cauſe, they draw numbers aſter them; who 
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the noble, and the faſhionable have deſerted. Hence 
it is, that a rite reaſonable, uſeful, and divine, is neg- 
| lected by thoſe that ſecretly avow its ſacred authority. 
| Though the generality bluſh not, in compliance with 
E eſtabliſhed forms and the practice of the many and the 
great abſurdly to promiſe what an Jxfart ſhall be- 


perſuit, the praiſe of man, or the favour of God ? 


Nl 
are aſhamed to appear on that ſide which the great, 


lieve and practiſe: even men of ſenſe and judgement 
are not aſhamed to uſe and join in the office of Infant- 
Baptiſm as retained in the church of England; though 
ſo much weakneſs, abſurdity and nonſenſe (I ſpeak 
with regret) run through it. But the inſtitution of 
Baptiſm, as it lies in the New Tefament, is not liable 
to any ſuch charge. And whether we can be juſtified 
in refuſing our obedience to it, is moſt eaſily deter- 
mined. Is it more reaſonable to follow the examples 
and cuſtoms of men, than to obey God? If we are 
aſhamed to confeſs Chriſt before men according to his 
appointment; are we willing to incur and endure that 
diſgrace and diſhonour, into which we ſhall ſink, when 
he ſhall be aſhamed of us before his Father and his 
holy angels? Which is the moſt noble object of our 


And which ought to fill us with the moſt ſenſible con- 
fuſion, to perform our duty, or to neglect it?? 


SECTION IL . 

Secondly, Another plea, by which the omiſſion of 
this duty is defended is, that it 45 4 matter of indif+ 
ference ; ; 2 point not abſolutely neceſſary to our. falva» 
tion; which we therefore conclude we are at liberty to 
obſerve, or neglect, as we may find moſt ſuitable to 
our taſte, or may imagine moſt agreeable to our cir- 
cumſtances. This plea ariſes from a partial conſidera» 
tion of the ſubject, and leaves out what is of the. greats 
eſt importance, namely, the authority of God in- 
Joining 
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Joining the rite. In one view, it is indeed an indif. 
ferent matter and carries with it no obligations to en- 
force our obedience, that is, conſidered in itſelf -with- 
out the ſanction of God's law. But when it is com- 


-manded by God through the miniſtry of his Son, it 


ceaſes to be indifferent; it then poſſeſſes a claim to our 


reverent regard and it peculiarly binds Chriſtians. 


For the inſtitutions which are derived only from the 
wiſdom and power of our great lawgiver, are appointed 
to try and evince our allegiance to him, and to ſerve as 
badges and criterions, by which we profeſs our ſub- 


miſſion to him. Whilſt the other laws of piety and 
virtue, whoſe obligations are eternal and neceſſary, are 


the ſame in all ages and under every diſpenſation, 
The rites, which Chriſt alone has enjoined (fo far 
from being of a trifling and indifferent nature) conſti- 


-tute a ditinguifhing part of the Chriſtian code. An 
-obedience to them is founded on this eternal and un- 
-changeable rule of conduct, namely, the fitneſs and 
, propriety of paying to every being with whom we are 
connected that reſpect and homage his character de- 
mands: And it is neceffary, if we would acquit our- 


Aelves as uniform and conſiſtent Chriſtians, and would 


be found diſcharging every branch of evangelical duty. 
Pagans and Infidels may look upon theſe rites as in- 
different, becauſe they diſown the authority that enacts 
them. But for Chriſtians to think lightly of them and 
to contemn them in their practice, is an amazing in- 
conſiſteacy of character. This is to form our conduct 
according to our own taſtes and humours, and not ac- 


cording to the appointment of Chriſt; to ſet aſide 


his authority, and as far as our own choice and con- 
duct reach to annul his law. Chrift himſelf did not 
thus-treat the miſſion of John and the authority by 


which he baptized. —Befides, though Baptiſm is not 


abſolutely neceffary to ſalvation, does it follow from 
| | hence, 


* 


oO 


hence, that it is in 20 wiſe uſe ful and important towards 
Pen. this great end of our hope and purſuit? Ts 
not a conſiſtent and uniform character of piety and vir- 
tue neceſſary to ſalvation? Does the neglect of any one 
known duty agree with an uniform and conſiſtent cha- 
8 hon Is not every poſſible duty, every poſſible ex- 
| preſſion of reverence; to God and af . grateful homage 
to lis Son neceſſary to complete and finiſh the Chriſtian, 
I to ſecure; his Salvation, and to add/luftre and bright- 
| nels to his future crown? And yet here is a plain duty, 
here is a ſignificant expreſion of grateful. homage to 
Chriſty Which we. ſcruple not to neglect from day to 
day. When we urge, that it is not abſolutely neceſſary 
to Salvation, is it our intent to declare hereby, that we 
will fix bounds to our piety and limits to our obedience, 
lest we ſhall perform any ching, that might have been 
diſpenſed with without riſking our final ſafety; and 
that we will diſcharge no duty, but what is abſolutely 
neceſſary to fave us from hell, without any regard or 
attention to the perfection, the luſtre and beauty of our 
obedience to God and the Redeemer? Surely you will 
And yet the leaſt attention is 
ſufficient to convince us, what appearances of ſuch a 
ſecret intention ĩs conveyed: by. thoſe pleas to evade the 
force of a plain duty. 
| Baptiſm is not a matter of indifference to us Chriſtians, 
er our Maſter and Lord has required it as a teſt of 
our regard to his- authority. Nay, it is in ſome degree, 
ds Salvation, both to evince the ſincerity, and 
to add to the perfection of our Chriſtian character. 
And on the degrees of our obedience will depend the 
degrees of our future reward, as the laſt wall bear a pro- 


| not avow this defign. 
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In ͤ a word, 
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that reflection and meditation to which only our bufi- 


1. 1 


a SECTION. ml. PT} 

-11 Thirdly, : Another excuſe for aan this' ori 
nanee of our religon is detived from that ultiplicity of 
"buſintſ+- and cares, in which ſome are involved: The 
engagements of life and the variety of ſocial and 
domeſtick concerns are conſidered as fo many obſtruc- 
tions to the practice of this duty. Bat here let it be 
conſidered chat thoſe previous exerciſes of the mind, 


meſs and cares can be an hindrance, bg are neceſſary, 
independent af that command, which-erjoins Baptiſm 
as the method of confirming and 8 them. 
That we ſhould. examine the nature and. evidences of 
the goſpel-; chat we ſhould review our own life; that 
we ſhould endeavour! to form good: and virtuous habitz ſe. 
and deliberately devote ourſelves to the ſervice of God, wi 
theſe are duties, to the diſcharge of which we are mot n 
ſtrongly bound, as reaſonahle and immortal beings. H dil 
awe neglect them, we omit the great buſineſs of life; ¶ the 
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the buſineſs, that demands our firſt and chief attention. in 


And is an affair of ſugh/high importance and ſuch ever. MW Ba 
Jaſting moment, the only ching Weꝛmay leave undone?! ſer: 
Shall none of our hours, and none of our thoughts be tha 
ſacred to this ſetvice'? And can we, in ſober reaſon, dut 
think, that the cares of this life will afford a ſufficient Wit 
apology for the neglect of the one thing needful! ; 
Befides, are we indeed ſo deeply immerſed, ſo entirely 
engroſſed by the concerns of this preſent ſtate, as to find 
no opportunity to reflect, that we are invited to the 
Honours of Chriſt's kingdom, that the ſervice of God 
is our higheſt happineſs, and that the reward of im- 
mortality is the worthieſt object we can purſue ? Cannot 
we ſteal a moment from this world for Ged and our 
ſouls? Ves, certainly, by prudence | in our affairs and 


the p oper direction of our time we ſhall be able u 
en. 


1 


. employ many moments, to fill up many hours in the 


— 4 
*x. * 
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© exerciſes previous to, and: neceſfarily connected with 
our Baptiſm. and our Salvation. And if. we feel how 
dhe concerns of life entangle our minds, and divert our 
attention from matters of eternal moment; how: fre- 
quently they di ſcompoſe our temper, and excite all 
the uneaſy and malevolent paſſions in our. breaſts 3. if 
ue are conſcious to this enſnaring power of the world, 
and of our connections with it, what do wiſdom and 
prudence dictate: but that we ſhould uſe every means 
ol reſcuing our minds from it's unlaw ful inſtuence, that 
we ſhoulda call into our aſſiſtance every thought and 
purpoſe, by whoſe friendly aid dur boſoms may be pre- 
ſerved calm and undiſturbed: amidſt the ſtorms of life, 
ſerene and compoſed amidſt all the croſs accidents 
which occur; ſo that the avocations of this ſtate may 
| not diſtract our minds, that we may not fink under it's 
diſtreſſes, nor faint under it's toils? Now Baptiſm, with, 
that ſerious and :delibenate choice of religion, that faitk 
in Chit; and that firm: reſolution fot. God and virtue, 
Baptiſm with thoſe: exerciſes of the ſoul that attend it, 


| with compoſure and delight, with honor tand crediti; 


ſtitution is defended. This objection proceeds from the 


ſerves extellently to form chat temper, and to eftabliſh- 
that mward frame which will fit us to diſcharge the: 
duties and :o meet the trials of. a buſy. and anxious life, 


80 that the multiplicity of. our buſmeſs and concems 


ſuggeſts a powerful reaſon for. our ſpeedy, compliance: | 
| with the law. of. Baptiſm. 4 het} to fat omni s > at” 
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„Fourthly, Ar appraben fon of unwottbine/+ is commons | 


ly urged as a plea by which the neglect of this in- 


want of a due attention to the nature and deſign of the 
ordinance, as if we thought it intended only for the 
ule and improvement of the moſt perfect and exalted 
$13.2 * F 2 | Chriſtians ; 
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Ehriſtians; whereas it is the Baptiſm: of: yepexrance for 
the remiffion of fin. The uſe of it is founded in our un- 
worthineis : were we not. finners we ſhould not need an 
inſticution, which is an emblem of our being waſhed 
from our ſins, and exhibits the hope of forgiveneſs. A 
conſciouſneſs. of our demerit, as having! offended the 
Lord of heaven and earth, is the beſt qualification -ſor 
i. This rite is deſigned to encourage the hope, to ex- 
preſs the ſorrow, and to confirm the reſolution of the 
ſincere penitent. Say we then that we are unfit; be- 
cauſe that we are \ conſcious to the guilt of our cha- 
racters,' as ſinners ? We ſhould rather ſay, that we are 
the fit and proper ſubjects of this ordinance; and from 
hence derive encouragement, and on this ground form 
the purpoſe of ſubmitting to it. Are our good pur- 
poſes wavering and the virtuous affections weak? This 
is the way to fix the riſing purpoſe: of virtue, and to 
eſtabliſ the good affections. Are we only entering on 
atcourſe of Religion, and making the firſt advances to 
God and Heaven ? Baptiſm is the rite, by which we 
ſhould begin the Chriſtian profeſſion, and enter upon 
al good life; Conſider the purpoſes, for white it was 
appointed, and obſerve how far your temper correſponds 
with them. It was appointed to commemorate the bu- 
rial and reſurrection of: Chriſt g iand to ſignify our faith 
id him as the Son of God: in this view all are fit for 
it, Whol firmly and from the heart believe theſe truths. 
It is a memorial of God's pardoning mercy, it is the 
mark of a penitent mind, and denotes our determined 
reſolution to die unt ſik, and to walk in all newneſs of 
life: ſo that in 2h reſpect all are prepared for tt, 
who are willing to ſolicit the pardon, and to forſake the 
practice of ſin. It is a pledge of our reverent ſubjection 
to the authority of Chriſt, and of our mutual affection 
to the whole community of Chriſtians: and in this 
ſenſe all are qualified for-it; who are ready to form their 
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Faith and practice by the goſpel of Chriſt, and whoſs 
hearts overflow with a diffuſive benevolence. Theſe, 
are the uſes of the ordinance ; are theſe the purpoſes 
and diſpoſitions of our minds? If they are, why 
tarry we ? Let us ariſe, and be Baptized and wa 
wings our ſit —_ 22 the, name 10 the aeg 
Conider again, chat the earlieſt converts ks di 
rected upon the firſt intimations they gave of their faith 
in Chriſt, and repentance towards God, to | ſubmit to 
this rite, and accordingly they yielded an obedience to 
it without delay. Thus, under the direction of the 
apoſtles, immediately in conſequenee of Peter's advices . 
„The three thouſand that gladly received the word} . 
« were Baptized.” As ſoon as the Samaritans be- 
“ lieved Philip preaching' the things concerning the 
Kingdom of God, they were baptized. Three days 
after his converſion was Saul, the perſecutor, baptized. 
Directh after the preaching of Peter was the ordinance 
adminiſtered to Cornelius and his houſhbld: - In the 
fame hour of the night in which Ithe Jailor was con- 
verted, Were Be and all Mis waſhed: in the laver of rege 
neration,. Now from theſe' various inſtances it appears, 
that: the earlieſt converts under the guidance of the 
apoſtles ſabmitted to this ordinance, as the firſt act i 
the Chriſtian life, .and the firſt expreſſion of: -fincere re- 
pentance. Neither the ſpddenneſs of their converſion, 
nor the aggravated guilt of f their former charuQer, not 
their imperfect acquaintalice with the Chriſtian Faith, 
the neceſſary conſequence of the ſhort ſpace. interven- 
Ing. between their conyerſion and Baptiſm, . nor the 
weakneſs of their feſokitions were an) hindrances or 
utc as in the way of. 0 is duty. ut how does the 

& © Chriſtians in 1 es com ort with theſs 

. — mpo 
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Fox 1 
dawyn of life we are called to the faith and obedience 
of the goſpel. So that a pious and ꝓenitent heart is the 
only pre- requifite to our. obſervance of this. inſtitution. 
And where this is not wanting, every delay removes us 
farther from a conformity to the intention of the rite, 
and the Pattern of . the primitive. Chriſtians. —lf, this, 
indeed, is wanting, if we have never ſeriouſly and . 
lemnly;determingd: for the ſervice of God; it is 
. mouaruful caſe, it is. moſt, ſeriouſly intereſting; for. . 
all conſiderations of our unfitneſs for Baptiſm; we are 
not qualified for the Salvation of God, nor prepared 
to ie. And Whether this 1 is a. ſtate, in which a reaſon- 
— eue minare, do 299 judge. 47 5: = 
JC ecm 84 : 
or SHE RET, 
.- Fifthly; See urge heir fears, . Teſt «ny fhould 157 
dazway from, or Aiſgraer the profe Non of the goſpel; as a 
reaſon Why hey neglect to make The ſolemn and delibe- 
rade ypw g their Bapzi m, Buti-this plea ſuggeſts the 
moſt Pleaftgg. Proſpęct of a 1 perſevering and. ſteady 
Ve; ety, and, virtue. For from what does it pro- 
ceed, but, from a 010 to, maintain a a conſiſtency, and 
ſupport 3 A decorum 0 character: it argues an humble 
She of our weakneſs, and a juſt apprehenſion 
1 Flg 1 0h, Stations and. ſnares, to which we 
. it ariſe from a 'A tenderneſs of ſoul, 
Ol 6 "fy the e appearances of Ee, 
N e ſources, of ſuch fearful apprehenſions af. 


Fo 


7 ard. to. 815 d Sand gyards to our piety and 
pic they will 1 905 us Sant and 5 


n WE. ST 


155 the) 115 lead us 1 ard 1155 e t. ſeek the 


en. A y to prove 


ait ance of heayen. 2 Te fee an 


EI the, 


At =o rs 


1 


3 n : = >= Z 5 
8 13 P 4 2 . 2 2 — * * 
” FAR 4 hs Oe — WA x „ 835 - bh — WED — + . 2 
e & Feil rk p 4 = EI K : * * poems: PP 
rr n PCC EE 2 9 * 8 2 1 83 - ONES 5 82 8 2 page A 20 4 8 
2 < 2 „ 7 Ss Mt P F - 4 : ; . 4 | O — 
* J — 2 . ra _ RY * * 5 2 2 - a — — mod DT as. 2a 
8 1 _— — I Wy + ow "IC. - — — — n 5 
EPE — e 7 5 
* 


8 


E 
| 2 


1 3 3 
E 


bog: 
Df E 54 
A 


ty : N 


- 
1 


ename © - Fu 0 = 9 1 Ir 1pl ſe 
: neo, death, as TOY the, L bem emble, 15 e IP 
= Rab? ts r e if * 1 ere, 


' 8 
A „„ C9 TY 


= 3 FO” Ho” » 


£34 


3 
* Wu 


„ 


eſtabliſhment and perfection of your virtues by every 


means which nature and the goſpel affords? And the 


more ſeriouſly and. ſolemnly you avow the profeſſion, 
and ſubmit to the obligations of the Chriſtian Faith, a 
ſenſe of duty will be more ſtrongly, impreſſed on the 
mind; and give firmneſs and. Pgour to your. reſolu⸗ 
tions. | 


Theſe are the moſt common pleas, by which the neg- 
le& of this ordinance is ſupported ;. however plauſible 
they may appear, they ſeem,. when examined, to be 
void of all real force and ſtrength :. and the replies I have 


| given.to them, I hope, when duly. weighed, will not 


fail to convince us of our duty, and to engage our im- 
e Rene bier Ei 
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-- Other . indeed are: formed, of which * no- 


nee ſhould be taken. As to that, which is drawn from 
tze hazard the health may ſuſtain; the experience 


of thoſe who have uſed this rite according to the pri- 
mitive model, the peculiar tendency of cold-bathing 
to reſtore vigour and health to the weak and tender, and 
the ſentiments of phyſicians with reſpect to Chriſtian 


Baptiſm in particular, prove that this objection is wit⸗- 


out any foundation in the reaſon of chings; and evince 
that this rite, ſo far from being hurtful, is very ſalutary 
and beneficial. The terms of adminiſtring this rite in 
ſome places may be ſuch, as a rational Chriſtian, who 
regards only the authority of Chriſt, cannot comply 


with. It is a juſt matter of lamentation that Chriſtians 
fix on new, terms, of communion. Philip baptized the 


Eunuch only on this ſimple ene « 1 believe 
i8*that: Jeſar Chriſt it the Son of G Ad xyiii. 37. 
Whoever profeſſes this, and Adern it with a ſuitable 


Nr according to the - goipel models aug to be 
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and weakneſ: begets theſe fears, ſhould you not ſeek the 


F 
embraced in the arms of Chriſtian affection and love. 
This Faith alone entitles us to Baptiſm. No Miniſters 
or People are authorized to claim the profeſſion of any 
other article: and whoever will adminiſter the rite on 
theſe terms, cannot reaſonably be conſidered as laying 
any impediment in the way of our duty by his own 
private fentiments on other points; for he is a Chriſtian 
Miniſfer, and as ſuch is a proper and qualified perſon 
for the adminiſtration of the Chriſtian ordinance: And 
to receive it from his hands, though we judge his opi- 
nions in other reſpects erroneous; will diſcover- and 
beautifully exemplify the Chriſtian ſpirit of candour, 
catholiciſm and love. There remains, but one objec- 


urged by thoſe, who have received what bears the name 
of infant Baptiſm; and who at maturer years com- 


Chrift by the laſt inſtitution, abrogates alk obligation to 


Jeſus Chriſt. Now'if in obedience to his authority we. 
have fhewed forth his death; ought we not in obedience 


& j 


The reader is defired to confider How clearly that Tvieprefſed in 
ſome other places of thoſe ſacred books from which alone we are 


Faith eſſential to the Chriſtian character. Thus Jobs xx. 33, © But 


4 rhe Son of God, and that beliving ye might have. life through his 
4 name,” 1 John iv. 15. Whoſoever ſhall conféſs that jeſ 
*& is the Son of God, God dwelleth in Kim; and he in God.“ $o 
ch. v. 1. © Whoſoever believeth'ebar Feſus ir th CBrift; is Born of 
.<« God. Rom. X. 9. If thou ſnall confeſs with, thy mouth the Lord 
Fut, and ſhake belieye/ip thy heart that Qod hath raiſed, biw frog 
© the dead thou ſhalt be ſaved,” See alſo Aire, xvi. 3 3=19e 


dhe 


tion more againft a compliance with this rite, which is - 
menced partakers of the Lord's Supper. They pre- 
ſame; that the profeſſion they made of their faith in 


difference between the two rites: for one is a memorial 
of the death, the other of the burial and reſurrection of 


to the fame authority to obſerve the rite, that exhibits 


under the goſp<]-ftate to learn the terms of Communion and the 


« theſe are written, that ye might believe that Jeſus in the Chrift 
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excuſe his negle& of the Baptiſm of John? 


(7.53: T 


the emblems of his burial and reſurrection? Can the 


performance of one duty, juſtify the neglect of another ? 
Are we not bound by.every ſentiment of reverence, af- 
faction, and gratitude to our Lord to fulfl7 all righte- 
ouſneſs, and to obey all his commands? Will what was 
impoſed on us in our infancy, without the authority of 
ſcripture excuſſ bur neglect of that, which the example 
and command of Chriſt and the practice of his apoſtles 
join to enforce? Our divine maſter did not conſider his 
circumciſion, which was a divine rite, as fufficient to 
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In a word, let all, who are convinced of perpetuity of 
Baptiſm, ſubmit ta the farce of argumant, and yield to 
the authority of Chriſt, Diſmiſs all vain pleas, and 
plauſible. excuſes. * As we cannot annul, fo let us not 


a neglect a plain command! The duty is eaſy: the rite 


is very ſignificant and uſeful. The example of Chit 
recommends it; and his expreſs law injoins it. It is 


mean and baſe to be aſhamed of his injunctions. What. . 


he commands cannot be indifferent to Chriſtians. A 


conſciouſneſs of our demerit and guilt leading us to reak 


repentance en it'es to the benefits of Baptiſm. And. 
let no timid apprehenſions deter us from our obedience: 
for modeſty and humility afford the beſt ſeeurity to vir- 
tue. Why do we tarry? Let us ariſe and be Baptized, 

To delay, in.a point of duty, is weak and unreaſonable. 

Delays beget objections, and ſtrengthen our reluctance. 

The apoſtles were fpeedy to adminifter Baptiſm: The 
earlieſt converts haſtened to the laver of regeneration. 
Fo delay, is to poſtpone our pleaſure; and to trifle with 
our improvement: nay, it diſcovers an irreverence and 


inattention to the will. of Chrift, that. ill becomes.thoſe- 
who wear the Chriſtian name. Once more, to delay 1s 
| a high degree of imprudence and folly ; for we know 


not haw ſoon. death may ſurprize us: and it will afford 
whit 3 | - 1 
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us no comfort in our laſt nioments, and inſpire us with no 
Courage at. the bar of God, to reflect tbat we have: lived 
in the entire negle& of any commandment of Chriſt, 
though: i it ſhould be one of the leaſt. And ben we ſhall 
be aſhamed of thoſe vain pleas and anipty eg we 
OO" jo. forms. fy 0 

"To conclude, bleſſed are they, that: do his md 
ments : for they have a right to . 1 tree of life, and 
ſhall. enter into the 1 of our God. 
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HEN the apoſile, t to engage the generous libe- 
| rality of the Corinthians towards the Chriſtians 
iy Judea,. propoſes to them the example of the Mace-- 

onians, he aſeribes their munificence to their devoted- 
neſs to Jeſus Chriſt, This hey did (ſays he) i. e. con- 
tributed. to-the wants of their, fellow Saints and Chriſtians: 
in Judes,, j in. a manner that far exceeded all our expec- 
tations and not as we hoped > but firft gave. their oaun- 
ſelver to. the Lord, and to us and our affiſtance, by and in 
obedience to the auill of the Lord. 2 Cor. viii. 5. F rom 
that zeal and piety with Which the Macedonians de- 
dicated themſelves to the. ſervice of Chriſt, flowed their 
tender benevolence. and abundant liberality.. Their 
having aſſumed the Chriſtian character with all it's 


virtue. 80 friendly an aſpect has the Chriſtian Faith, 
when cordially received, upon all the kind and ſocial 
affe&tions. Happy would it be if all, to whom the 
doctrine and offices of Chriſt are propoſed, would em- 
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obligations, was the ſpring of ſuch great and benevolent 
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brace them with that ſincerity and ardour, with which 
tit becomes us to receive a prophet ſo excellent, and a 


doctrine ſo important Happy would it be, vaſtly con- 
ducive to our own improvement and joy, and to the 
honour and credit of our Religion; if we would put on 
the Lord Jeſus with that ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity, with 
that ardour and zeal for our maſter and his ſervice, 


which would lead us to the exerciſe of the ſame tender 
_ 4 liber al generoſity. We may with reaſon ſuppoſe, 


that this would be the conſequence of aſſuming the 


Chriſtian character, by the deliberate and voluntary uſe 


of the rite of Baptiſm which comes ſo powerfully re- 
commended to our reverent regard by the command of 
Chriſt, the practice of his apoſtles, and the example of 
the firſt Chriſtians. At leaſt he tendency of this rite is 
to fix the virtuous reſalutions, and to impreſs the mind 
deeply with all the obligations of the Chriſtian charac- 
ter. This is plain from the moral uſes connected with 
it, and from the motives by which the practice of it 
is enforced. It will ſtill more clearly appear from con- 


fidering thoſe directions and rules, which are not only 


jn themſelves proper, but even neceſſary to be obſerved 
by us, when we give ourſelves to the Lord by the rite 
of Baptiſm. To this we now proceed. This rite be- 
ing an appointed acknowledgement of our faith in 


Chriſt, a token of our ſubmiſſion to the authority of 


his laws and the obligations of his religion; and pro- 
ducing à pauſe in life neceſſarily leads to ſerious re- 
flection, and mature thought. It engages us to con- 
ſider, what ſentiments we thereby profeſs; on what 
grounds and reaſons we profeſs the Chriſtian Faith ?— 
What courſe and conduct we have hitherto purſued ? 


And what temper and deportment we propoſe to culti- 


vate for the future? Theſe are the reflections previous 
to Baptiſm. It is only to indulge to. theſe reflections 
and to give theſe thoughts free ſcope, and we ſhall be 


found 


q 
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found practiſing whatever is neceflary and expedient to 
give our ſubmiſſion to the Tite of rwe it's 7 
ang force. | | 
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"SECTION 1. 


In che firſt . then, take a ETA View a7 ſurvey 
of the Chriſtias ſcheme ; and conſider what is the faith, 
vou are about ſo folemnly and detiberately to profeſs, 
The ſurvey I would recommend, is only a view of the 

© outlines of the Chriſtian dectrine, and what is molt 
plainly implied in the belief of it's fundamental art. 
cle, that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God. For a perfect 
knowledge af the Chriſtian ſyſtem can be the reſult 
only of repeated enquiries: and as our knowledge grows 
more perfect, it will ſtill admit of further improve- 
ments, and new diſcoveries will continue to repay our 
ſtudy. Such a view, therefore, of the particular 
branches and, of the general connection of the evange- 
lical ſyſtem, as we may ſuppoſe would offer itſelf to 
the leaſt attentive mind: Such a ſurvey of the Chriftian 
principles, I would now preſent before you, to lead and 
direct your thoughts. Religion is either natural, or re- 
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vering by the uſe of our qwn powers and capacities, 
and ãs the foundation and baſis of revealed, or of thoſe 
truths and doQrines, the knowledge of whick we can- 


diſcoveri ies, mediately or immediately, from God. As 
1 the firſt of theſe, from reflections on che conſtituti n 
of the world, and che human frame, and from the 
general judgement of mankind in all ages and through 


dependent and ſupreme ſpirit; who is unlimited in 
his nature, perfections and duration: That he is the 
ſource and center, the ſpring and author of all beauty, 
ae. life, 8 and bliſs : That he created 
Bail e 


led. Natural is ſuch, as we are capable of diſco- 


not attain without ſome ſupernatural and extraordinary 


all nations, we learn that there is one ſelf. exiſtent, in- 


to 


all things by his Almighty power with unerring wiſdem. 


; lency, glory, and happineſs through the univerſe. That 
be preſerves, maintains, and direct all things by his 
parental goodneſs, and infinite underſtanding : and 


tional creatures, among whom is the human race. 
Hence we are led to contemplate his conduct and treat- 
ment of mankind ever ſince they were placed on this 
earth. Here the Bible preſents us with a hiſtory. of the 
different and various meaſures purſued by the divine 


, gion, virtue, and happineſs, of which we are.capable, 
ne firſt Pair, Ger. ii. and iii. createdin the imageof God, 
* inveſted with dominion over this lowercreation, are placed 
An the ſeats of bliſs and joy, and-endowed with a condi- 
i tional immortality. They violated the law, by which 
they held this diſtinguiſhed bleſſing; and by this tranſ- 
greſſion became the heirs of miſery and of death. Here 
opens the plan, which in the fulneſs of time, was to 
| be accompliſhed by Jeſus Chriſt, It ts graciouſly pro- 
miſed, that the feed of the woman ſhould remove the 
| penal effects, which aroſe from the ſerpent having ſe- 
{ duced the innocent race. This promiſe, though con- 


| and the hopes of a future ſlate. When idolatry was 
| tereſt of true Religion ; ; and to convey doſfn from 
generation to generation the promiſe of that perſon 


This nation Was ſeparated, and kept difing from the 
G 
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and from the moſt generous deſign of diffuſing excel- 


that He is the Lord, governor and judge of all ra- 


wiſdom and goodneſs to raiſe us to the knowledge, reli- 


veyed in different terms, is ſrequently repeated to the 
Patriarchs, to preſerve a ſenſe of God's government 


ſpread over the face of the earth, God called Abraham 


into a peculiar relation to himſelf, Gex. xii. ch. and 
choſe one. particular branch of his family to ſapport 
the knowledge of the one Gad; to maintain the in- 


by whom He would, in ſome future period, redeem the 
human- race from ſin and guilt, eſpecially from death. 
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cher People of the earth by particular laus, rites and 
ceremonies, favoured with ſpecial means of Religious 
Knowledge. and practice, and defended with a peculiar 
Providence. In che fulneſs of time, To! the long pre. 
dicted and long expected Meffih appears. Lo! he 
comes, ucho is the Sor of Goa and the Saviour of the 
World. To effect the purpoſes of this moſt gracious 
and important character, He, firſt, opens the divine 
will, by giving the beft and pureſt inſtructions in piety 
and virtue; by unfolding the grace and love of God in 
the £5" of his only begotten Son, not to condemn 
the world, but that the world through him might live; 
by teaching the doctrine of repentance and forgiveneſs 
of fins ; by explaining the dignity of his own cha- 
racter, the nature of his claims, and the deſign of his 
-coming ; by the diſplay of remarkable wiſdom, gen- 
tleneſs and authority 1 in his inſtructions ; and by exhi- 
biting the moſt amiable, engaging and perfect example 
of every devout and virtuous diſpoſition in his temper 
and life. He then, ęeconaly, to accompliſh the purpoſes 
of the divine mercy, humbled himſelf ſo far, as to end 
a diſtreſſed life by a death attended with every circum- 
ſtance of ignominy and pain; knowing that his death, 

awhich was a moſt acceptable act of obedience to God and 
the ſtrongeſt proof of his love #0 man, would be the means 
through which the world would receive from the mercy 
of God forgiveneſs .and Iifte—having lived. as the pro- 
Phet of God, having died as a propitiation for our ſins, 
and given up himſelf a ran ſom for many. He, third ly, 
Is inveſted with all- authority a and power after his reſurrec- 
tion from the dead; and as a reward of his inexpreſſible 
| piety. and grace in dying for us, is exalted to preſide 
over the affairs of the world and of che church, and He 
Improves his exalted dignity i in che character of our 
Saviour and Mediator. He ſends. down the Holy Spirit 
u a rich variety of . to enlighten the minds and to 


Con- 


2 


con firm the preaching of the apoſtles, to convinee and 
ſanctify men. All things in Heaven, in earth, 
under the earth are ſubjected to his dominion. 
7 our advocate with the Father ; through whom all pray- 
ers are to be offered up to the divine Majeſty, through 
whom we receive full encouragement to preſent our fin- 
cere and humble requeſts unto God: whoſe faithfulneſs 
and grace, whoſe power and wiſdom are continually, 
though inviſibly, exerciſed to maintain his Religion in 
ne world, and to ſuccour and bleſs his faithful diſ- 
ciples. 
nas ſuch to prepare manſions of purity, peace and bliſg 
; for all his genuine followers. 
| fourthly, to expect a more illuſtrious and gracious ma- 
nifeſtation of his character, as our Saviour and Me- 
diator at the end of the world; when he will again 
appear to raiſe the dead, to beſtow that liſe which he 
died to ſecure to us 
tribunal, to determine their character and ſtate accord- 
ing to their conduct in the body, to diſpenſe eternal re- 
| wards and puniſhments, and in a word, to act as the 
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and 


He is 


He is gone into Heaven as our forerunner, and 


And we are taught, 


: to ſummon the world before his 


auguſt, merciful, and righteous judge of the world! 
Thus will terminate the plan of divine-mercy for our 
redemption from ſin and death; a moſt important and 
gracious plan, proceeding from the mercy of God our 
heavenly Father, and executed by the Miniſtry of 


| Jeſus Chriſt; whom God ſent into the world: whoſe; 


miſion He ſupported be miraculous powers and gifts, 
eſpecially by his reſurrection from the dead; whom God: 
inveſted with all dominion and authority; ang to whom 
He aſſigned the kind and weighty offices: of our inſtrue- 
tor and ſacrifice, our Lord and judge. This is a ge- 


| neral view of the Religion, which you are to proſeſs; 


this is the, divine and excellent character, which you 
are to avow, . Dwell, on this view. Ponder the plain- 
and inconteſtable particulars of which i it conſiſts. Make 
3 G 2 "mt 
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that it is uniform, eafy to be underſtood, and contains 


every article which the apoſtles preached as neceſſary 6 
to convert men to the Chriſtian Faith. Having weigh- * 
ed theſe excellent and momentous principles, having V 
taken this comprehenſive view of a character ſo fall of t. 
dignity and grace, conſider, x 
SECTION I. | tt] 

Secondly, On what grounds and reaſons you are to | fi 
embrace this faith. The arguments which evince the tl 
divine authority of Jeſus Chriſt are more numerous, p 
convincing and plain, than thoſe by which any other fi 
matter of faQ is ſupported. An attention to them is tt 


neceſſary to render our faith in the goſpel reaſonable, to 


MW: 
ſupply us with ſolid evidences of the hope that is in us, tb 
and to eftabliſh our attachment to this religion. That tt 
above ſeventeen hundred years fince, there exiſted ſuch | U 
a perſon as Jeſus Chriſt is as clear, as that at the ſame B. 

Nt 

* 


period Fudea was a province of the Roman Empire. 


That this Jefas aſſumed an extraordinary character, ſay- * 

ing, that he was the Son of God, the Saviour of fin- : fi 
ners, the Lord of all, and the judge of the World, is W e 
clear from the books which contain the hiſtory of his th 
life and preaching. The only point of enquiry is, by WW an 
what arguments, by what proofs are theſe claims ſup- dr 


ported ? Is He the Son of God? Is He a perſon of ca 


fuch an high original, and of ſuch an exalted a cha- no 
rater ? Yes, He is. He has proved the truth of what no 


he faid, by the moſt clear and inconteſtable evidences. 5 
For, to ſeize this opportunity of grounding yourſelves of 
in the faith you are to acknowledge, alk yourſelves, the 
Did ever any man convince him of ſin? Did ever any 10 
one ſpeak as he did? Can we ſuppoſe his doctrine falſe, os 
when he delivered ſach exalted rules of piety and vir- "ac 


tue; and bats them i 10 2 his life, with ſuch pu- on 
| rity, 


653 


rity, ſublimity and perfection? To his inſtructions and 
example you will add, the mighty works he perform- 
 ed.—The blind and lame, the ſick and dying, the 
| raging elements and the dead feel the power of his 
voice, and inſtantly obey. With a word did he effect 
te moſt ſurprizing and unexpected cures on enemies 

as well as friends, on perſons at a diſtance as well as on 

| thoſe who touched him. Could any one have done 
theſe works, unleſs God had been with him? No aſ- 
* furedly! the works, that he did, bore witneſs to him, 
| that the father was with him.— To his example, his 
| preaching and his works, you will join his reſurrection 


from the dead. To this does Chriſt himſelf. refer; to 


this do his apoſtles refer, as the great and moſt diſtin- 
guiſhing proof, that Chriſt was the Son of God and 
the Saviour of the world. On this do both He and 
they reſt. the truth of their claims, and the hope of 
Chriſtians. On what evidence is this fa#. founded? 
Dy what proofs was it confirmed? You yourſelves have 
never been favoured with a. fight of the riſen Lord ? 
: You will :confider, - whether you are furniſhed with 
| ſifficient reaſons to believe them who ſay, that they did 
| fe. and canverſe with him after his reſurrection from 
the dead. You will aſk, were not their ſenſes deluded, 
| and they themſelves: deceived with ſome: phantom or 
| dream? The leaſt reflection will. lead you to reply, ke * 
cannot be ſuppoſed. . You will obſerve, that they had 
no previous apprehenſion of. this event; that they did 
not encourage any expectation of it; or appear to have 


wiſhed it. That when ſome women brought the report 


of his reſurrection, they treated it with indifference ; . 


they diſcovered the utmoſt backwardneſs and reluctance 


to believe it; till their own. eyes had ſeen, their own 
ears had heard, and their own hands had handled the 
word. of life.—And this evidence they enjoyed not 
| Once, or * for the preſent inflant, but for the w g 
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of forty days, during which time they received from 
the mouth of the riſen Saviour divers inſtructions for 
their future Miniſtry. And he was ſeen not by one, or 


dred. The apoſtles, you will therefore conclude, could 
not be under a deluſion, or miſtake. Upon further ex- 
amination yow will find it more abſurd to ſuppoſe, that 
they intended to deceive and delude by a falſe Roxy of 
the reſurrection. of their maſter.— Vou will: appeal to 
your own ſenſe and reaſon, whether it can be imagined, 
that twelve plain illiterate men: ſhould unite in propo- 
gating 2 lie ; that they ſhould perſiſt in it without. con- 
tradicting, or deſerting one another; that they. ſhould 
do it in the country, and immediately after the time 
when and where the event was ſaid to happen, ſo that 
the falſhood muſt have been diſcovered,, and. the forgery 
expoſed to the world; that they ſhould. do this before 
even thoſe very perſons. who put. Jeſus to death, and 

whoſe honour and. credit. with the people, as well as 
whoſe malice would moſt ſtrongly prompt them. to con- 
fate the report of his reſurrection, if it had not been 
true; that zbey ſhould do bis, who a few days back 
had forſaken Jefus,. and given up-all their hopes from 
him. Whence came theſe} returning expectations? From 
what was this fortitude derived in them who a little be- 
Fore had betrayed a ſpirit ſo daſtardly, cowardly and 
mean? From what L but from truth, and a conſciouſ- 
refs of truth? That they ſhould preach this fact, which 
If it was falſe, they muſt know to be falfe; at the fame 
time, that they diſclaimed all the rich and great things 
of life; when. they gave up all the advantages and com- 
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- forts. of life they already enjoyed; when thus they ex- 
poſed. themſelves, without remedy, to impriſonment, 
to penalties, to poverty, to torture, and to death; 
when they expected no other advantages from theſe 
* than a reward i in the world to come: This 
| Col 


by a few only, but by all his diſciples, nay by five hun - 
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conſideration. evinces, not only the folly but the im 
piety of theſe perſons, if they knew they. did not 
ſpeak the words of truth. What! will you argue, with 
yourſelves, give up all that was dear in the preſent liſe, 
and expect a reward in the future world for impoſing 


a lie on mankind 2; Were there ever views ſo mad, or 
hopes ſo profane? They who can impute this to the 


apoſtles, can believe and imagine any thing. Vou 


will then proceed one ftep further and reflect that if 


they were deceived themſelves, or if they had in> 
tended to deceive ankind; ; in neither caſe would their 
preaching have been ſucceſsful. For without worldly 


wiſdom, without power, without riches, without any 


temporal authority, without any ſentiments or opi- 
nions ſuitable to the prejudices or vices: of mankind, 
they were to change the religion "and: cuſtoms of the 
Pagans and Jews ;. and. to oppoſe the Philoſopher, the 
Prieſt, the Scribe, the Prince; the ſuperitituous notions 
and vices. of. common people, both of the Jews and 
Gentiles ;. the uſages of many ages; the temples of the 
Gods, and-all. that innumerable tribe that was ſup- 
ported by the wͤrſhip of idols. Theſe various and 


powerful. foes they did. oppoſe, and ſuccesfully op- 


poſed, only by truth and the preſence of God bearing 
them witneſs with ſigns and miracles, and gifts of the 
Holy. Ghoſt. Their preaching was eſſectual to convert 
the world from idolatry and vice to the pure worſhip 
of one God and the practice of virtue; even when their 
converſion evidently expoſed them to every temporal 
evil. And in conſequence of their meflage thus ſue- 
ceſsful and their preaching thus triumphant over every 
obſtruction, Chriſtianity does now. exiſt in the world. 
It gained gronnd then,. and has maintained it's ground 
ever ſince. Theſe are the great reaſons, you will ſay, 
on which I may with boldneſs avow-my opinion of the 
truth of the Chriſtian * | And on theſe principle: 
I would 
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Nould Bold rm the Faith, till any one can clearly 

' Feconcile the purity of Chriſt's: preaching and pattern 
with the ſuppoſition of his being an impoſtor; till any 
one can prove, that without the preſence of God, 
the apoſtles could have performed ſo many and ſuch 

miraculous works ; till any one can prove either that 
they were deceived themſelves, or that they could have 
ſueceeded in ſuch a fraud and could have impoſed on 
mankind ſuch a falſhood: till theſe. things can be 
plainly evinced, nothing can expoſe my faith as weak, 
and nothing ought-to ſhake it. And at no time can we 
more properly thus think on the evidences of our Re- 
ligion, than when we are about to avow it's divine au- 
thority and trath: and to do this by an act, that de- 
notes the purity of the Chriſtian Religion; that exhibits 
a memorial of it's great bleſſing, the forgiveneſs of fin, 
and its grand evidence, the reſurrettion of Chriſt, T he | 
* ofthis DES . 
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"Thirdly, Aﬀords: a proper o pportunĩty for review 
eur temper and conduct. Now ſtand ſtill; and look back - 
on the years that are paſt, and determining thus to de- Y 
vote yourſelves to: the Lord and Saviour of mankind, . | , 
ſcrutinize into your hearts:: and recolle& the general 12 
tenor of your behaviour and das many particular in- l 
ſtances of your deportment, as a treacherous memory . 
may retain.; to ſee to whom you have hitherto yielded | 

- youtſelves ſervants, and what has been the law of your 
actions. That you [ſhould do this with greater parti- 
cularity and ſolemnity than is uſual, at leaſt once in life, 

is highly reaſonable: And what ſeaſon, more conve- 
nient and proper for it than the preſent, when the 

gas pa rag take A ſerious, yarn, and How, in a 


. 
before you will aſſiſt the recollection and compoſure 
of the mind. Nou then retire, you are ſoon to profels * 
your repentance towards God, as well as your faith in 


Jeſus Chriſt ; of what actions and affections do you re- 


pent? And is your repentance hearty and fincere ? What 


has there been guilty and blameable in your heart and 
life? And do you think of it with real compunction of 
mind. and deep heart felt ſorrow ? You are about to ſeek 
the forgiveneſs of your paſt ſins; and what have been 


thoſe fins? And are you indeed diſpoſed to forſake - 


them? Now purſue the deliberate and thorough ſearch 
into the ſtate of your ſoul. Now make a free and ef- 
fectual ſerutiny into the diſpoſition of your mind to- 
wards God and virtue.— To aſſiſt and direct your en- 
quiry, recall the paſt and diſtant years. Think, 
through what different ſtages of life you have paſſed: 
in what circumſtances you have been placed, what 
characters and relations you have ſupported ? And how 


you have behaved in each period; how you have con- 


duced yourſelves in the relations of a facred, or a ſo- 


_ cial nature, or of the domeſtick, or of the public, 


kind. Conſider what advantages for religion and virtue 
you have enjoyed, and how they have been improved? 
What mercies and bleſſings have brightened your days, 
and what fruits of gratitude and obedience. they have 
produced? What afflictions and diſtreſſes have befallen 
you, and how you met and ſuſtained them ? Read the 


law of God ; refle& on the particular, as well as ge- 


neral rules of duty, it contains (with ſuch we are ſup- 
plied in our Lord's ſermon on the mount, and at the end 
of the epiſtles) and diſtinctly enquire ; have you ob- 
ſerved this law, obeyed that precept, or practiſed the 
other virtue? Enquire, what apprehenſions you have 
entertained of God, and how you have behaved to- 
wards him ? Whether you have reverenced his authority, 
Tejoiced in his providence, been habitually conſcious 
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to his preſence, and been thankful for his mereies ? 
Have you heard his word, engaged in his worſhip, and 
obſerved his day with delight and pleaſure; or not? 
Enquire whether integrity and uprightneſs have directed 
your dealings with men, and how you have been diſ- 
poſed to the offices of humanity and love? Enquire 
whether you have made conſcience: of your words and 
thoughts; and if you have regarded the rules of ſo- 
briety and temperance? Let theſe queſtions be propoſed 
with calmneſs and deliberation: and be anſwered ho- 
neſtly, and impartially, as in the fight of God, and as 
determining a point of the higheſt concern. Thus con- 
ſider your Ways and your doings, and endeavour to 
attend to every circumſtance,.. which has aggravated 
your guilt, and which may leave on your mind a deeper 
and more laſting ſenſe of the evil and malignity of fin, 
and of the worth and value of the divine mercy. Con- 
ſider how far you have violated the laws of God, in op- 
Poſition to the light of knowledge, to the force of edu- 


of heaven, to the convictions of your own minds, and to 
renewed reſolutions for virtue? Having thus taken ſuch 
à particular, impartial, and deliberate view of your paſt 
deportment towards God and man, as will give you a 
true idea of yourſelves, and contribute to render your 
E 0 180 hearty and i. Y 
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SECTION IV. 


bh the laſt place, Conſider the nature and 3 
405 the importance and neceffit ty of that' holineſs which by 
Baptiſm you | reſolve to purſue. | By this rite you. avow, 
your ſolemn and voluntary purpoſe to die unto ſin, and 
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reaſonable in itſelf, and conducive to your welfare and 
bliſs? Is it a reſolution, that you will ever after have 


U | | ; * 


eation, to the repeated favours and the great indulgence 


to walk in all newneſs of life.., Now is this a reſolution, 


cauſe to approve of and adhere to? Form this purpoſe 


AW 


131 


| "then, take an extenſive view of the grounds of holi- 


neſs, and ſeriouſly examine of its nature and conſe- 
quences. Conſider its reaſonableneſs. An holy life is 


only following the dictates of conſcience; it is be- 


having towards God our heavenly Father, as earthly 


; parents expect their children ſhould behave towards 
them; and it is treating men by thoſe rules of equity 


and mercy, by which each expects the conduct of others 
towards himſelf ſhould be regulated. It is gratitude to 
God, to whom we owe our being itſelf, its continual 
ſupport, and all the joys which render life a bleſſing ; to 
whom we owe the goſpel, the hopes of Heaven, and 
our deſignation for it. It is gratitude to the Son of 
God, whoſe generous love gives him the ſtrongeſt claim 
to our ſervice. Each virtue, each grace, which holi- 
neſs implies, approves. itſelf to every mind. It is 


reaſon; it is gratitude ; it is true beauty. Nothing ſo. 
lovely and pleaſing, as a good man. Further it is 


happineſs. It conduces, tends to and promotes health 
of body, ſucceſs of affairs, eſteem with men, ſereniry 
of mind, a free and unſuſpected intercourſe in all the 
concerns of life, and private, domeftick and publick 
harmony. It embalms the memory, and ſtamps the 
character with laſting reputation. It does more, it 
gives peace and hope in death. Nay, it does more 


than this; it prepares us for life and bliſs beyond the 


grave. If we are holy, the judge will pronounce to us, 
„Well done good and faithful ſervants;“ and an 
abundant entrance ſhall be adminiſtred to us into the 


everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


the portion of the holy. Think on theſe things. Think 
on them, till your boſoms glow with the riſing purpoſe. 
Conſider them, and again conſider them, till your pur- 


poſe is moſt free, ſolemn and firm. Never loſe ſight 


of theſe views of tlie reaſonableneſs, the beauty, the 
Snppinels- of becoming the ſervants af holineſs. It 
will 
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will add ſtrength, perfection and perſeverance to the 
= Oo. 

2 
Theſe are „che 8 we FRE? aber to thoſe, 
who in compliance with the diQates of their duty and 
improvement are willing to take upon them the vow of 
Chriſtian Baptiſm : we leave it to their own minds to de- 
termine the reaſonableneſs, expediency and uſefulneſs of 
theſe advices. If they are ſeriouſſy followed, will Bap. 
tiſm be a mere matter of form, or a uſeleſs ſervice? 
Will it not be an action pregnant with the beſt and moi 
valuable effects, contributing to the perfection of our 
nature, and terminating in a conduct which no choice 
or purſuit can equal in the ſolidity of its grounds, the 
comfort and honour of its preſent. fruits, or the glory 
and bliſs of its ne rewards. 
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Abvice to bopried Chris 


F che a and arguments ollered:3 in WR 
preceeding chapters have produced the deſired ef- 
fect, I ſhall have the pleaſure of now addrefling thoſe 
who have given themſelves to the Lord by. Baptiſm, 
Such will naturally enquire, how they may act agree- 
ably to the vows of God which are upon them. I 
would fain indulge the hope, that others may be form- 
ing the ſecret purpoſe of thus commencing profeſſed 
diſciples of Chriſt: and ſuch may be ſuppoſed con- 
cerned to know, how they may honourably ſupport the 
character they are about to aſſume. , For the aſſiſtance 
of both may I be permitted to lay down a few im- 
Fon directions: 3 which 0 who have taken 2 

em- 
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: | themſelves the Chriſtian Profeſſion; ought ſeriouſly to 

P. When the ſolemn act is over; it muſt be our 

5 duty to recollect it frequently, to maintain a temper and 
2 worthy of the Lord, to guard againſt 
every thing that would lead us afide from God and 

our own deliberate engagements, and to aim at a per- 
| ſevering and improving purity and virtue. 


SECTION * 


* Firſt, Recolle# and review frequently this ſolemn 
| tranſaction. Remember, and conſider that the vows of 
| God are upon you: recollect the engagements of Bap- 
F © tifm to rejoice in them, and confirm them. Recollect 
: 1 to excite your holy joy. To reflect, that at ſuch 
a time, and with ſuch a rite, ſuited to ſtrike the me- 
| mory and the conſcience you ſurrendered yourſelves to 
| God and the Redeemer, cannot fail to yield fatis- 
faction. To think that by one deliberate a& you have 
© conſecrated yourſelf a living ſacrifice to that Being, to 
E whoſe ſupreme authority and rich goodneſs you owe all 
that you can give; and that by the ſame act you did, 
gas ſolemnly and cordially, bind yourſelves in every in- 
; ſtance to revere, love and ſerve the divine perſon who 
he bought you with his blood, and who is the Lord of 


. Wall, this will afford you matter for ſelf-applauſe ; the 


ole Noy of which can be equalled by nothing, but by the 
conſciouſneſs of having maintained and ſupported your 
allegiance to God and the Redecmer. Recollecting 


en this tranſaction fo important and ſerious, you 
m- ill approve of it; and approving of it, your mind 
ed ill be in a ſerene and peaceable ſtate. Reflect with 
2n- leaſure, that you have made a ſurrender of your hearts 
the nnd lives, where they are moſt juſtly due, in a manner, 


dat evinced your reverential regard to the authority of 
geſus Chriſt ' and to the appointments of heavenly wiſe 
om: and this pleafure will be heightened by a con- 

H ſciouſnefs 


6: 74 7 
ſciouſneſs of your piety and reſolution in 83 from 
the example of the many who neglect the badge of 
the Chriſtian profeſſion, or are afhamed of it. In the 
remembrance of this tranſaction rejoice, becauſe it em- 
boldens and animates the aſpirations of your hearts to 
God, as the Being whom you have thus Publickly 
choſen and avowed as your God and portion. Re- 
| Joice, whilſt you repeat the ahthems of praiſe and 
again feel the emotions of pratitude, which at that 
ſeaſon filled your hearts, and employed your tongues, 
Remember your Baptiſm ; that you may preſerve a 
Hvely and grateful ſenſe of the invaluable bleſſings of 
which it is a memorial and emblem. Every view, under 
which the memory of it can be renewed, has a tenden- 
cy to inſpire and improve devout joy. 
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Again recollect this ſolemn and voluntary act to con- 
firm and eſtabliſh your grateful and reverential regards 
to your heavenly Father and divine Maſter. Embrace 
the firſt favourable hour, after the duty i 1s performed, to 
retire; and when the curtain of retirement is drawn 
around you, think on the character you have aſſumed, 
and on the ſacred ties by Which you have bound your- 
\ ſelves. Whilſt the conſcience is ſtill tender, .and yield- 
ing to the dictates of truth and duty, and the ſerious 
ampreſſons are ſtill lively and warm, retire and exa- 
mine how far your vows were ſincere and your reſo— 
lutions determined and entire; or rather to what tem- 
er and conduct, to what ae purſuits, and af- 
fections theſe ſincere vows and determined reſolutions 
ſhould lead. Retire and ſay, I have now, in the 
66 preſence of God and men, avowed myſelf, with my 
<< free choice and full conſent, the ſervant of God, 
« and the diſciple of Chriſt. And what doth this {a 
« cred and important, what doth this high and ex- 
| 66 alted character include? Whatoves ene, an and what- 

15 c eva 


Ig oy = > % * 
E — Xa — 
Kt : e 3 
— 3 * 
> nas 


> ps Od 
. 8 4 
— 2 


WE 


— — 


SE 


8 3 2 
2 75 . \ 1 Lu 
2 


— 725 11 < 4 


22, nk 
„„ 


1 


= Jn * ps r 


8 

. 

E 

L. Is, 

% A 

5 
| 5 


5 
N 
8 
$86 } i 
$ 4 
1 
: IP, 
7 
* ( 
SS 
SY 
* ; 
. 4 . 
Wy 
= 
EER 
52 
bY 8 
We: . 
92900 
7 Y < 
1 
8 \ 
bo 1 
bY 
Se v 
* 
BR 
33 
I * 3 * 
. 
5 . 
5 
2 51 
8 
WS 
ES: 
75 
Wet, 
FA 
A 
x t 
3g 
Py f 
* 25 * 
hg 
EY 
LEY 
$7 , 
* 2 
ES 
I 
£45 
v7 1 t 
SER 
2 N 
* , 
$99 b 
By 
8 
4 2 
35 
wt hg t© 
1 
e 
Tha 
bet 0 
LES 
ES 
I 
H 
* 
JN YC 
wy e 
Eto! 
fe fi 
NY ' 
ot 
= 
4 ( 
* 
; ha- 
2 . 
| t 1 
4 
* 


[75 J 


J ä n 12 
. 2 . 


«ever degree of virtue it implies; be it, with divine 
* aid, my ſteady aim, the object of my daily care to 
. reach to and practiſe it. Thus may the ſolemn tranſ- 


8 < aGtion, that hath paſſed this day on earth be ratified 
| Z * in heaven. May my God and Redeemer ſuccour 
and reward me: To the ſame purpoſe you ſhould 
frequently turn back your minds to this ſerious act, and 
earry about with you at all times a ſenſe of theſe vows. 
When the revolving year brings round. the day; or 
when you are called to be ſpectators of the piety and 
chearfulneſs, with which others give themſelves to the 
Lord, you will be furniſhed with fit and apt oppor- 
tunities to bring the ſeaſon of your covenanting with 
Sad again to mind, and to fix the conviction that you 
are not your own. So the example of others will aid 

a- the improvement and eſtabliſhment of your Chriſtian 
ds | character: and the progreſs of time with all its diver- 
| fified ſcenes of cares and pleaſures will not be ſufficient 
to . w eraſe the impreſſions you firſt felt, or entirely to 

extinguiſnh the ardour and zeal of your firſt vows. For 
ed, to recollect, with ſeriouſneſs and compoſure, the vows of 
ur- your Baptiſm will be to renew them: to renew them, 
d. by this repeated remembrance, will render their force 
ous Ws habitual : and when they poſſeſs the power of a con- 
! firmed habit, the mind will almoſt always find itſelf as 


fully and earneſtly determined for the ſervice of God, 
as it was at firſt, 


eee 


* 


SECTION I. 


|; Secondly, Walk worthy of the Lord, to whom you 
| have chearfully and entirely conſecrated yourſelves. For 
| this reaſon We are buried with Chriſt by Baptiſm 
| « unto death; that like as Chriſt, was raiſed from the 
t dead by the glory of the Father, even ſo we ſhould 
walk in newneſs of life: reckon yourſelves then to 


| be dead unto fin ; but alive unto God through Jeſus 
1 | H 2 | 5 Chriſt 


&- 


Chriſt our Lord: let not fin therefore reign in your 
mortal body, that you ſhould obey it in the luſts 
thereof, neither yield your members as inſtruments of 
** unrighteouſneſs unto fin, but yield yourſelves unto 
God as thoſe that are alive from the dead, and your 
members as inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto God.“ 
Conſider yourſelves, firs, as entitled to the priviledges 
and charged with the obligations of the Chriſtian Faith; 
value the former and revere the latter : form the temper 
and purſue that courſe of life, you are thus taught to 
aſpire after. Remember that, by your own voluntary, 
determined and ſolemn conſent and profeſſion, you are 
a Chriſtian : and let a high regard for the ſacred cha- 
racter, you have ſeriouſly and publickly aſſumed, run 
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Pear that a lively ſenie of what this character requires, 
purifies, ennobles and humanizes the ſoul. Let the 
offices of piety be performed with reverent compoſure, 


and buſineſs of life be purſued with moderation, though 
followed with diligence, and be diſpatched with a 
humble dependance on the prefiding providence of God 
for ſucceſs. Indulge to the innocent amuſements and 
diverſions of life with that temperance and prudence, 
that will render them conſiſtent with and ſubſervient t) 
the nobler deſigns of the Chriſtian profeſſion. Trace 
every footitep of the divine goodneſs : obſerve with 
what mercies each day and period of life is crowned: 
receive with gratitude the providential favours, to the 


which, unſeen and unfelt, attend you every night: 
raiſe the joyful eye to that good Being whoſe liberal 
hand is always diſpenſing new mercies, and has by 
Jeſus Chriſt enriched you with the higheſt bleibngs: 
look round you, ſurvey diſtant ages, and extend your 
vie ws go diſtant periods, and fee the goodneſs 4 | God 
. ey . ining 


through every circumſtance of your lives. Let it ap- 


enjoyment of which you return every morning, and 
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regular zeal and lively gratitude. Let the avecations 
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ſhining through all. For thus will be produced that 
chearful grateful heart, that mild countenance, and 


habitual ſerenity, which become the Chriſtian, Meet 


the diſappointments, the little croſs accidents, and the 


greater afflictions of life with that pious ſubmiſſion, 


"ON 
* 


not judged. Speak evil of no man. Do nothing in- 


ſteady fortitude, and calm meekneſs, to which his be- 
nevolent philoſophy and his exalted views ſhould form 
the Chriſtian, Circumſpectly watch againſt every ſnare, 
and reſiſt every ſolicitation with integrity and conſtancy. 
In the intercourſes of civil life, remember you are 
called to be true and faithful, fincere and juſt. All 


this the goſpel demands, all this the world expects of 


a Chriſtian, Nay, you- are to aim at habits more 
amiable and generous. Purſue, endeavour to. feel and 
to exerciſe an unfeigned and unreſtrained, a tender and 
warm love of mankind. Guard' againſt, check and 
ſubdue all the ſecret workings and outward expreſſions 
of ill nature, ſelfiſhneſs, anger and revenge. Let your 
whole ſoul be drawn out in affection to others, and the 
boſom glow with generous purpoſes. Let the counte- 


nance ſhine-with the beamings of humility and meek- - 


neſs ; the carriage be eaſy and modeſt ; and your words 
to all, eſpecially to your inferiors, ſoft and gentle, 
courteous and condeſcending. .Judge not, that you be 


jurious, or hurtful to any man. Do every good action 
in your power towards all men. In a word, love your 


ö neighbour as yourſelf: feel his happineſs and miſery, 


as your o-.]n: hold his character and rights equally ſa- 
cred with your own: weigh his words and actions with 
that candour and equity, with which you expect he 
ſhould treat yours. — Theſe things will render your 


own character reſpectable and worthy ; they will adorn 
your profeflion and honour your maſter. They will . 


teach men the excellency of your choice and the good- 
neis of your purpoſe, when you ſolemnly named 
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only, but in truth and reality, a Chriſtian. 


SECTION . 

Thirdly, Be careful 70 prevent, or ſoon to recover from 
the langour and declenſi dan, in the ways of religion and 
virtue, into which too many ſink after the moſt pro. 
miſing beginnings. The warmth of our paſſions in 
the early part of life, the fervour of our firſt reſoluticns, 
and the ardour which novelty on the entrance of a 


abate, when time has familiarized theſe objects and 
worn out theſe impreſſions. But the ſnares, againſt 
which pious prudence requires us to watch, are attend- 
ed with a more malignant influence. The love of ſen- 
ſitive pleaſures, the enticements of company. The ex- 
pences of life, an indolence which fteals upon the mind 
by imperceptible degrees, the hurries of buſineſs and 
the cares of the world, are far more pernicious than the 
natural abatement of our zeal ; nay, hence this be- 
comes ſo dangerous to the being of Religion in the 
foul. And when the principles, obligations and hopes 
of Religion affect us leſs than they uſed to do, the 

conſequence is, the frequent and allowed omiſſion of re- 
ligious duties, whether of the private or ſocial kind. 
Hence perhaps a general forgetfulneſs ef God and the 
Redeemer and of divine objects will ſucceed to that de- 
light, with which before the mind turned to and dwelt 
upon thoſe objects. Hence the regularity and govern- 
ment of the thoughts will be loſt: and injurious and 
malignant, or haughty and unfriendly pts and 


ſpeeches will be deemed matters of little moment, 
Hence the growing indifference to religious duties will 
ſpread itſelf to the Lord's s Day, and the Lord's- table; 
and you will turn afide from the memorials of a dying 
. Wen aro is the late of che mind, when the 


: 4 influence 


the name of Chriſt, Thus you will appear not in word 


religious courſe will produce, will naturally cool and 
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influence of devotion ſubſides, and the flame of piety 

rows languid; when one part of our duty is perform- 
ed with careleſneſs, and another part entirely neglected, 
will not the indifference and negle& extend to other 
things alſo ? Will not our integrity be in ſome danger? 
Will not our benevolence and ſobriety ſuffer? And does 


not the mind lie more expoſed to the temptations that 


may betray it into ſome foul crime, fortie preſumptuous 
fin; that may bring a ſuſpicion on the ſincerity of our 


former profeſſion, and diſgrace our names for ever? On 
the diſtant proſpect of this perhaps your minds may ſtart 


back with ſome degrees of horror and reſentment, and 


you may be ready to ſay, Is thy ſervant a dog, that 


« he ſhonld indulge to theſe things?“ But, alas, many, 
who would have expreſſed the ſame ſurpriſe and con- 
cern at the thoughts of thus falling away, have after- 
wards had reaſon to lament the weakneſs of their purpoſe. 
This ſhould excite your humble care: humility and 


watchfulneſs are the moſt effectual means of ſecuring our 


piety and virtue from theſe decays. Be then modeft and 
circumſpect. If you unhappily ſhould hereafter be con- 


ſcious to remiſneſs and langour in the practiſe of Chriſtian 


piety and virtue, pauſe when you feel the firſt ſtage of 


| theſe declenſions ; ſpeedily recover the ground that is 


Joſt ; quickly return to the duties that have been neg- 
lected; reſume the cireumſpection and care that have 
been remitted; and apply yourſelves, with renewed 


vigour and more cautious diffidence, to the one thing 


needful. To prevent and cure theſe decays he mindful, 


ſirs, of the purity and perfection of holineſs, which is 


required of a Chriſtian. Raiſe your eyes and fix your 
thoughts upon the rich and glorious prize, which de- 
mands all your attention and all your zeal. Recolle& | 
yourſelves, and ſummon in the aid pf every Religious 


conſideration. The faithfulneſs and goodneſs of God 


abide the ſame through every age. The power and 
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grace of the Redeemer are the ſame yelterday, to day, 
and for ever. The promiſes and bleſſings of the goſpel 
are equally valuable and momentous now as they were 
yeſterday, and will retain the ſame excellency and im- 
portance to-morrow. The claims of our heavenly 
Father and of our 8 Saviour to our love and ho- 
mage can never leſſen; but grow more ſtrong and bind- 


ing every day. And you are candidates for an incor- 


ruptible crown, and an everlaſting inheritance. Con- 
ſider that every object, with which, as a Chriſtian you 
are concerned, abides the ſame throughout all ages. Do 
they nat then deſerve and call for the ſame ardour, the 
ſame ſteady regard and the ſame conſtant attention? Ceaſe 
not to ſeek them with the ſame full conſent of the heart, 
lll they vary and change. Then forget them, then in- 
dulge to a remiſsneſs about them; when they loſe any 
degree of their intrinſic worth wid value. Since this 
change will never take place as to them, ſuffer not a 

change or variation of your eſteem for them, or of your 
_ diligence i in the purſuit of them.. Foronce more, if you 
check not the firſt ſymptoms and ſtop not the growing 


appearances of | theſe declenſions, whither will they 


tend? In what condition will they involve you ? Attend 
to it. They will certainly end in the forfeiture of all 
your fair pretenſions to the Chriſtian Character, and in 
the loſs of your Crown. And to all your pleaſing hopes 
what will ſucceed, but a more aggravated miſery and 
more diſtreſſing woe ? Let this, if any conſideration 
can, awaken your care, diligence, and zeal: and en- 


eee 
SECTION IV. 


ln To perſevere and grow in all the affections 
and habits of pious virtue. He that endureth to the 
end ſhall be ſaved.”  < Be thou faithful unto death,” 
days the divine Soak, to whom you have devoted 
your- 
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yourſelves, « and I will give thee a crown of life? 
Let your hearts then be fixed in the ſervice of God, and 
let your whole life be ſacred to his ſervice. This ſteady 
attachment you have vowed, on this perſeverance depends 
the glory and bliſs of your future triumph. Here vigour: 
and activity are requiſite : you are to ſtudy and practiſe 
very important leſſons: you are to exerciſe reſ. ſignation 
under the greateſt evils, meekneſs under the greateſt ine 
juries, and ſelf-denial under every allurement to forbid- 
den indulgences. Your duty is extenſive : every cir- 


| cumſtance is to feel the efficacy of your Chriſtian prin- 


ciples, and every temptation is to be firmly ke 
The obligations of Religion reach through life: 
condition can annul, or ſet aſide the vows you have rd 


| liberately made: no ſituation can excuſe from an unre- 


mitting concern to ſupport the decorum and beauty of 


the character you have piouſly aſſumed. You may en- 
deavour to forget the reſolutions you have, ſo piouſly 


declared and expreſſed; but you cannot eraſe them from 
the retentive pages of the book of the divine remem- 
brance, in which they are recorded. | You have entered + 


upon the moſt ſerious and important buſineſs, and are 


the profeſſed candidates for the richeſt recompence the 
Lord and Judge of all ean beſtow. What inſtructions 
do theſe conſiderations convey and impreſs on the heart, 
but the neceſſity of diligence, unabated zeal, and per- 
ſeverance to the end? Remembering theſe things, ſo run 
that you may finally obtain the glorious and immortal 
crown. Perſevere, and fix your Chriſtian character: 


. perſevere, and poſſeſs the everlaſting inheritance: never 


loſe ſight of this object. With your hearts and affec- 
tiens placed on it, aim at more than merely a reſcue 
from Hell, and an abode in the regions of bliſs: feel a 
nobler ambition, than merely to ſecure your ſalvation: 
ſoar with ardour after high degrees of bliſs ; ſeek a 
_ neareſt to the throne of your Saviour ; ſeek a 


crown, 
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crown, that will ſhine with diſtingufſhed luſtre.. Con- 
ſcious to the power and energy of theſe views, let your 
works of *Chriſtian piety and virtue now ſhine forth 
with peculiar dignity and grace; wear all the beauties 
and exhibit all the charms of the Chriſtian name. In 
Plainer ſtile, and in the Apoſtolical language, be not 
only ftedfaſt and immoveable, but always abound in 
the work of the Lord. Improve your time,. your influ- 
ence, your poſſeſſions for the Lord, and for the good 
of mankind. Study extenſive uſefulneſs : indulge your- 
Telf to deviſe Hberal things. Learn to meet the 
different changes of life, the afflictions and injuries that: 
may daily ariſe, with a more eompoſed mind, with an 
entire reſignation and more undiſturbed meekneſs of 
Tpirit. See to it, that every malevolent and ſelfiſh prin- 


eiple dies and withers, by the growth and warmth of | 


each generous and kind affection. Dwell more upon the 
thoughts of Heaven and Immortality. Raiſe your 
thoughts to things above, and grow more indifferent to 
the meaner concerns, and tranſitory. intereſts of earth. 


Act like thoſe, who know the degrees of future happi- 


neſs depend on the degrees of their preſent. goodneſs. 
Act as thoſe, who remember the dignity of their birth 
and hope as Chriſtians. Go on. to conquer every diffi. 
eulty, to mark every day with new: improvements in 
piety and virtue, and to ſtamp every year with- brighter 
eharacters of wiſdom. and goodneſs... Proceed in your 
_ Chriſtian courſe glowing with this noble-wiſh that your 
future glory may break forth not with the feebler luſtre 
of the. ſtar, but may open and ſhine upon you with the 
. brightneſs. of the ſun fox ever and ever. . 


Thave thus offered'the advices and directions which 


are previous to a judicious and ſerious compliance 


ed 


wich the Ordinance of Baptiſm, and which are ſuit- 
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ed to render our fabmiGon to it uſeful i in irſelf, and ace 


ceptable to God. 
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From the whole ſtrain of the preceding Siſcourſe it it 


zs plain, that to promote Chriſtian virtue and holineſs is 


the ultimate defign of Baptiſm. It's intention is to bind 
us more firmly to the practice of holineſs, and to aſſiſt 


| our purſuit of righteouſneſs. A real love of pious vir- 
| tue muſt lie at the foundation of our obedience to all 


poſitive inſtitutions; and in forming the habits af holi- 


| neſs muſt center all our views of benefit and advantage 


from them. From a cool and repeated attention to the 
tendency of this ſacred inſtitution; and a perſuaſion of, 
it's excellent practical influence, I would beg again to 


recommend, and intreat your ſerious and judicious 


compliance with it. This ↄne thing I may, with the ut- 
moſt reaſdn, requeſt, and J leave it to your judgement, 
how on any principle of reaſon or piety it can be re- 
fuſed: It is this, to take the matter into calm conſideræ- 
tion, and to enquire, whether, in conſcience .and the 


| fear of God, you'think it a duty to be baptized into 


the name of Chriſt or not? And if it is a duty, whe- 


ther in conſcience and the fear of God, you da indeed © 


think and (believe, that your carcumſtances are ſuch, as 
will excuſe your neglect of it? Let my cwn conviction of 
its proceeding from God's all-binding authority, of its 
being the requiremene of that venerable and kind per- 
ſon, Who is our Redeemer, Lord and judge, and that 
nothing 3s little and trifling that hath any tendency to 
make us wiſe and good, let my conviction of theſe things, 
if any apology is needed, be my apology for placing 
the RE] in ſo ſtriking and intereſting a light, 


And now, ſenſible of the ſupreme importance of 
every inſtance of virtue and _— nay of the folly 
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4 guilt of. the-moſt e obedience to the ex - 
[ternal duties of piety without holineſs of heart and life, 


in the name of God and for the fake of Religion, as 


you would” avoid the doom of hypocrites and their ag- 
Sarated diſappointment and woe, let me intreat you, 
whilſt you neglect not the leſſer matters of the law, not 
to ſlight and omit, Chriſtians, the cardinal virtues and 
more indiſpenſable obligatiens of juſtice, mercy, fide. } 
ity and the love of God, By every thing that is dear 
and ſacred, whilft you do not leave the former undone, 
moſt highly value theſe things; prefer them to every 
other intereſt ; and humbly and ſteadily . them o 
dhe lait moments ba life. an a 


